








> 
a 
a. 
ee 
~d © 3 
ee | mead 
i «ft & ‘ 
<= - 
925 ‘ o mn " 
_ - = 
: - 22 
: . to ‘ e 
by Sow 
of : w <= 
» be- - es rod 
it of So 
thus ff. z= 
A o<tvo 
SSCS ; oO; =e 
! . 
astor 
“4 in Copyright, 1925, by The Sunday School Times Co. Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as second-class matter m 
that : 
lical Published weekly by The Sunday School Philadelphia, August 22, 1925 $2.00 a year; in clubs, $1.50 
bin Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Phila., Pa. Vol. Sixty-seven, No. 34 See page 535 
sions 
: : ing for instructions from our Lord and Master. At among which he was born and reared. In power and 
Song. Lessons for September 6 in this Issue some previous meeting of Mr, Legters, a girl who service he attained to a stature unsurpassed by any 
sal - International Uniform, 10.—Paul Writes to the Philip- had been impressed with this illustration prayed, “OQ Christian leader of his generation, because of his never 
"one pnans. Philippians 1 to 4. Lord, make me just like Sam”; and the next morning lowered standards. May God raise up to succeed him 
a Whole Bible, 23—Sin: Its Character and Universality. as she awakened with her resolution to be a bond- many more men of equal loyalty to conviction and of 
“only James 1 : 13-15; Romans 3: 10-18. slave of Jesus Christ still flaming in her, the day verse iron purpose. 
are Hotes 64 Spun Lewars: in her Scripture calendar was: “Blessed is the man 


ax 


’ the 





7 
s 
= 
* 
a 











How ‘Long Must We Wait for Forgiveness? 

Why Worry About Evolution? ..........ccceeeeeeeees 
The Sign of the Prophet Jonah. By Dwight L. Pendleton 527 
When Canadian Presbyterianism Stood Firm. By James 

H. Hunter 
Por Children at HOMe ss iv dived cvscssvocvesscvcccecctsccses 
Girls’ Problems of To-day. 
What I Have Seen in My Pupils’ Eyes. 

SIGMGOE “LOAQWEE. ocd ecedse¥c reves icecestcccnedTeeetessesve 
International Uniform Lesson ......ee.ceeeeeeeeeeeees 
The Whole Bible Lesson Course 533, 534 
Young People’s Prayer-Meeting. By John W. Lane, Jr. 534 
The Bible Cross Word Puzzle 
For: Family Worship 


By a Sunday 


eee eee eee eee eee eee 


See emer rere reese ereereeeserees 


Reem meee ewes ees ereeeeeseeeesereses 




















ANY wise business men consider advertising the 
pulse of business. Do you keep your finger 
on the pulse of the business that concerns your 
church and Sunday-school equipment and supplies . 
by reading regularly the advertising columns of The 
Sunday School Times ? 























The Price 


* All That He Had” 
By Adah Richmond 


«| OVELIEST of all the priceless gems 
Adorning monarch’s brow, 
Arranged in shimmering purity, 
Pearl, tell me, whence art thou?” 


‘‘ Pearls are born of suffering. 
In ocean depths I fell, 
\. Agrain of sand, embedded deep 
Within a mollusk shell. 


‘*‘ Wounded, bruised, the little life 
In its tiny sea-girt wall, 
Poured forth a living, healing stream, 
And the thorn became a pearl.” 
Ld 


“ Beautiful Gates that stand ajar, 
In the City where comes no night, 
Whence are ye, O ye Gates of Pearl, 
Ye portals of shining light ? "’ 


‘Pearls are born of suffering. 
Ere we could thus swing free, 
Qne, who saith, ‘J am the Door, 

Was pierced on Calvary,” 


*«©O! wondrous Pearl of greatest price, 
Crowning the King of kings, 
Whence art thou, and what the price 
Thy heavenly beauty brings?” 


«‘ There came a Merchant from afar, 
Seeking pearls, one day. 
Goodly pearls He sought ; but I — 
I was a lump of clay. 


“Yea, I was a grain of earth’s cruel sand, 
Wounding His heart of love. 
He buried me deep in His own Life’s Blood, 
And I shine as Hi; Pearl, above.” 
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Romans 8: 28, and Scripture Calendars 
God’s forehandedness is one of the wonders of 
his providence. At the July Victorious Life Conference 
at Keswick, N. J., the Rev, L.-L. Legters told the 
story of Sam, a slave who, as soon as one piece of 
work was done returned at once to his master’s door- 
step in order that he might always be ready for his 
master’s bidding, just as we should always be wait- 


that heareth me, watching daily at my gates, waiting 
at the posts of my doors” (Prov. 8:34). Upon hear- 
ing this incident of the confirmation of purpose through 
a Scripture calendar, related at fhis July Conference, 
a young woman missionary, home from China on 
furlough, told Mr. Legters of a similar experience. 
Her name is Mary, and, on the day she first set sail 
for China her Scripture calendar day verse was, 
“Mary has chosen that good part which shall not be 
taken away from her’ (Luke 10:42). Im order to 
encourage our hearts and to assure us of his care and 
guidance, God, in fulfilling Romans 8: 28, “All things 
work together for good to them that love God,” even 
takes~a- hand in the printing of Scripture calendars! 
By the way, are we making use of one? 
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Compromise and Leadership 


How far is compromise necessary for leader- 
ship? In an admirable and entirely sympathetic ap- 
praisal of the lifework of the late Dr. A. C. Dixon, 
an old college classmate, Dr. Vann, of North 
Carolina, says: “His was an intense nature, so 
that his convictions were all pronounced and posi- 
tive. . . . Compromise had no place in his pol- 
icy. To him compromise meant surrender, and the 
word ‘surrender’ was not in his book. This quality 
disqualified him in a measure for the most effective 
leadership,” It is true that a spirit of yieldedness is 
valuable in a leader. Paul says, “Let your moderation 
be known of all men.” But the element of compro- 
mise is full of peril. Dr. Dixon would not compro- 
mise, and yet among the many notable pulpits in which 
he stood were those of the Moody church in Amer- 
ica and Spurgeon’s Tabernacle in London. If. he had 
been a compromiser, it is doubtful if he could ever 
have reached either of these splendid platforms of 
testimony. Another of Dr. Dixon’s lifelong friends, 
Dr, James M. Gray of Chicago, compared him to one 
of the towering mountain pines of North Carolina, 


“If the Great Advent is Not Yet” 


To pray and work for revival while the Lord 
tarries is to “occupy” till he comes (Luke 19:13). 
In one of its appeals for revival in the body of Christ, 
the Great Commission Prayer League quotes Spur- 
geon as saying, about thirty-three years ago and only 
three weeks before he went Home to be with the Lord: 
“The presence of God in saving power in the Church 
will put an end to the present plague of infidelity. 
Men will not doubt his Word when they feel his Spirit. 
It will be the only security for the missionary effort. 
If God be with his people, they will soon see crowds 
converted and added to the Church, For a thousand 
reasons we need that Jehovah should come into the 
camp, as aforetime he visited and delivered his peo- 
ple from bondage in Egypt. Could we net all unite 
in prayer for this? —Come to thy Church, O Lord, 
in fulness of power to save! If the Great Advent is 
not yet, indulge us with outpourings of grace in times 
of refreshing. — Oh, that all Christendom would take 
up this pleading and continue it until the answer 
came!” It is good to hear the Great Commission 
Prayer League reminding us of Spurgeon’s prayer 
with Spurgeon’s emphasis — “If the Great Advent is 
not yet.” Says the Prayer League: “A generation has 
passed by, and the Great Advent is not Yet,—a gener- 
ation, and the Church-is still waiting, —a generation, 
and a billion souls have gone into eternity! A bil- 
lion souls — ‘every creature’ of which Christ redeemed, 
‘every creature’ of which he commanded the Church 
to evangelize, ‘every creature’ of which a revived 
Church might have reached with the Gospel of Christ, 
which is the power of God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth, be he Jew or Gentile! . . . Thinkest 
thou that he delayeth his coming that for a little longer 
he may spare his unready bride the shame of her un- 
readiness, of her empty-handedness, her nakedness, her 
poverty? If thou lovest his appearing, surely thou 
wilt travail in soul for that which will hasten his com- 
ing! Surely thou wilt pray for the Church’s revival,” 


The Perfect Ideal of Religion 


HAT is the perfect ideal of religion? Is it 
possible te find a simple formula that all men 
would accept? Professor Huxley, who is 
by common consent ranked among the most illustrious 
opponents of Christianity — whom most men regarded 
as a convinced agnostic, —once declared that he had 
found such a formula. Frankly, one is a little sur- 
prised to find that he had any use for a religion at all. 

In the Nineteenth Century (London), for 1885, 
p. 160, he wrote: “In the. eighth century B. C. in the 
heart of a world of -idolatrous polytheists, the He- 
brew prophets put forth a conception of religion which 
appears to me as wonderful an inspiration of genius 
as the art of Pheidias or the science of Aristotle. 
‘And what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do 
justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with 
thy God?’ 

“If any so-called religion takes away from this 
great saying of Micah, I think it wantonly mutilates, 
while, if it adds thereto, I think it obscures, the per- 
fect ideal of religion.” 

_ It will be remembered that when Warren G. Hard- 
ing was taking the Presidential oath, on the occasion 
of his inauguration as President of the United States, 
he asked that the Bible used by George Washington 
ae be brought and opened at this very verse, Micah 


Huxley went on to say, “The antagonism of sci- 
ence is not to religion, but to the heathen survivals 
and the bad philosophy under which religion is well- 
nigh crushed.” 

For the sake of those who seem to regard the criti- 


cisms of scientists as infallible and unanswerable, 
may we, in passing, draw attention to a little slip in 
Huxley’s statement? 

Most scholars agree that Micah was simply quoting 
the substance of Balaam’s answer to Balak. So the 
“perfect ideal of religion” which Huxley so much ad- 
mired is many centuries older that he gives it credit 
for. But let that pass. 

Every honest man, whether Christian, agnostic, or 
pagan wants to do what is right. And all Christian 
men, and many others, many of whom scarcely know 
what they mean by “God,” in their hearts really de- 
sire to do what God requires. 

But what does God require? The prophet tells us 
in a brief and comprehensive way. “What doth the 
Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?” 

This, said Professor Huxley, is the “perfect ideal 
of religion.” 

Believers, of course, regard this requirement not 
merely as an inspiration of genius but as given by in- 
spiration of God. 

Very well. Are we obeying God in this? We want 
to do what is right, to do what God requires. Yet are 
we not prone to be quite content with church-going, 
communions, fastings, “saying” prayers, gifts? Are 
we trying to quiet our consciences with services or 
service or both, — Sunday-school work, church work, 
visiting the sick, organizing, fund raising, or even just 
“playing the game”? All these have their place and 
their importance, but all of them put together are of 
little value, if we omit “the weightier matters of the 
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law, judgment, mercy, and faith” (Matt. 23:23). God’s 
requirements. 

it was not sacrifice that Micah denounced, but a 
uperstitious estimate of the worth of sacrifice. 

Huxiey was quite right when he condemned any 
ireligion which mutilates this great saying of the 
prophet by taking aught from it. But he was surely 
‘mistaken when he declared that the saying is “ob- 
‘scured” by adding anything to it. Any man who has 
really and conscientiously tried to obey the command 
iquickly learns this. Meanwhile we are delighted to 
find Huxley also among the prophets, and to know 
that he declared that in religion he wants nothing 
more than this, and can be content with nothing less 
than this, to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with God. “Science,” says he, “has nothing 
ito allege against such a religion.” Surely he is a 
{spokesman whom science accredits. 
| We take it that Huxley was too honest a man to 
“play” with words, or to use them in a double sense, 
ito quote them as meaning something quite different 
ifrom what was in the prophet’s mind. } 

Just think what this ‘ideal religion” implies and in- 
volves. It demands the existence of a God with whom 
‘man can walk, one whose way and whose mind _ is 
'knowable, one with whom man can have communion 
‘not a mere “stream of tendency,” of “impersonal 
|power,” not even a “first cause,” but a living, loving 
Lord. It implies a God who himself delights in jus- 
jtice and loves mercy and desires the companionship 
of poor sinful men. It implies the possibility for man 
of a life of righteousness, and fellowship with God. 

What sort of a world would this “ideal religion” 
produce? Suppose all men “did justly’? That alone 
would revolutionize every country under the sun. 
Profiteering would go. Fraud would go. Bogus com- 
panies would vanish with shoddy goods. Masters 
would nowhere grind down their men, and men would 
nowhere be unprofitable or grasping. No one would 
seek higher wages for less work, for every man would 
get at least what was right, and would recognize it to 
be right. The almighty dollar would be only mighty. 
lf masters and men simply sought “to do justly” with 
each other, all the economic problems of to-day would 
be instantly solved. ; 

But justice is not enough for poor frail humanity. 
All have faults to be confessed, and sins to be for- 
given. All need mercy. Note that it is not merely to 
show mercy but to love it. Suppose all men not only 
did justly, but loved mercy? Then we should usher 
in such a happy state of affairs as will obtain during 
the millennium, 

But a little reflection will show that it is not so 
easy as it may at first sight appear, either to do jus- 
tice or even to show mercy, much less to love it. 
Surely every honest and humane person desires to do 
justly and to love mercy. But how can he secure the 
requisite wisdom to know and the needed power to do 
what is just and right and wise? 

How can we discern what is just? Personal, and 
family, and class, and national interests cloud the 
judgment. We must be just to those above us as well 
as those under us—just to rivals and opponents as 
well as to friends and colleagues. 

To pay too high a wage may be unjust-to other em- 
ployers of labor and demoralizing to those who work 
for us. 

To demand a higher wage may be unjust to the em- 
ployer and detrimental to other branches of industry 
or even to commerce generally. 

Then how can we know how to show mercy aright, 
even if we love mercy? We must not condone evil. 
We must not overlook the awfulness of sin and the 
hideousness of crime. 

To do justly and to show mercy are not easy tasks. 
In fact, we can do neither adequately unless a loving 
God gives wisdom to judge rightly and power to act 
rightly. Merely to bid a man — “require” a man—to 
do justly and to love mercy is only to mock him. Sin 
is a fact and love of sin a mighty factor in men’s lives. 
Men need more than good advice or even divine com- 
mands, to overcome the weakness of the flesh, and the 
wiles of the enemy and the seductiveness of sin. Man 
needs the help of a God who is a loving Father, a 
Friend, a Saviour. He needs a God who can forgive 
iniquity and is zwlling to forgive, who can make his 
strength perfect in our weakness. So then it is not 
enough even to bid a man “walk humbly with thy 
God.” Man has fallen. There must be a way back 
to God before we can walk with him: and man must 
seek and find that way before this “ideal religion” can 
avail him aught. 

Did Huxley realize all this? He condemned any 
who would either mutilate or add to Micah’s gospel. 
But how could he fail to see the absolute necessity for 
some one more than man, some one divine, to come 
to man’s aid, who himself would show mercy to sin- 
ful fallen humanity and give grace to help in time of 
need? Huxley’s “ideal of religion” is useless unless 
we do add something to it. We must add the Gospel 
of Christ to the gospel of Micah. For we cannot walk 
with God unless we become partakers of the divine 
nature, as revealed by the Lord Jesus. 

Unless we come to God the Father we cannot walk 
with him. And our Lord said, “No man cometh unto 
the Father, but by me.” 

The Gospels reveal Christ as “the end of the law 
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for righteousness to every one that believeth” (Rom. 
10:4). We can only “be made the righteousness ot 
God m him” (2 Cor. 5:21). Christ met the require- 
ments of the law by what he has done for us, and by 
what he works in us. 

We can do what the Lord “requires” of us only 
through the power of the indwelling Christ and the 
operation of the Holy Spirit. Do we desire to “do 
justly” and to “love: mercy”? That desire is of God. 
It is Christ who worketh in us both to will and to do 
his good pleasure, 

But let us never forget that this God must be our 
God. It is not “walk humbly with God,” but walk hum- 
bly with thy God.” Unless we indeed have a humble 
spirit we cannot walk with God. C. H. Spurgeon 
once said, “It might be a kind of weather gauge to 
your communion with God, whether you are proud or 
humble. If you are going up, God is going down in 
your esteem.” Proud people are not “walking” with 
God. For “God resisteth the proud.” . 

When we get near enough to God to walk with him, 
we begin to see ourselves as we are. And when we 
have discovered what we really are, we shall be hum- 
ble. 

When, therefore, we come to look into the threefold 
nature of this “ideal of religion,’ as Huxley termed 
it, we shall find that all the three strands of this 
cord are love. 

We cannot walk with God in any real sense unless 
we love the Lord our God with all the heart, and with 
all the soul, and with all the mind .( Matt. 22: 37). 

For how can two walk together unless they . be 
agreed? God is love, and we must be filled with 
divine love to walk with him. 

Nor can we “do justly” to our fellows and “love 
mercy” unless we love them. A man must love his 
neighbor as himself if he is truly to exercise justice 
and mercy toward him. 

So we come back to Paul’s declaration that “love is 
the fulfilling of the law’ (Rom, 13:10). . 

So there is the “ideal of religion” —God’s require- 
ment — “to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with thy God.” nA 

Only through faith in Christ as a personal and in- 
dwelling Saviour can we do any of these things. _ 

But “I can do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth me” (Phil. 4: 13). ; 

There is the “ideal,” and the way of attainment of 
that ideal, and the weakest believer can attain to it 
if he can truthfully say, “I have been crucified with 
Christ; and it is no longer I that live, but Christ 
liveth in me: and that life which I now live in the 
flesh I live in faith, the faith which is in the Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave himself up for me” 
(Gal. 2:20, R. V.). 

















How Long Must We Wait 
for Forgiveness ? 


I have a friend who, in her.younger life, was married, 
then divorced and remarried. She was a church-mem- 
ber but not truly converted. Later, sorrow came and 
then conversion. Now she is so ashamed of her younger 
life. She has asked God to forgive her again and again, 
but receives no peace. The minister tells her she must 
ever ask forgiveness for her sin of divorce and re- 
marriage until death claims her, then he feels sure God 
will forgive her. Tell me, please, in Notes on Open 
Letters if I was right when trying to comfort her. I 
told her that since she had asked forgiveness she must 
now praise and thank him for it. I believe she is 
now receiving peace. Was I right in thus ansWering 
her? 


The keynote of the whole Gospel is the blessed fact 
of the redemption and pardon purchased once for all 
by the Lord Jesus Christ on Calvary, and that this 
salvation and pardon may be had by any one who will 
take God at his word, confess his sin, and by faith ac- 
cept what the Lord Jesus Christ has done for him. 
The glorious part about this great truth is that the 
pardon becomes instantaneously and completely ef- 
fective in the life of a believer the moment he accepts 
the Lord Jesus as his Saviour. 

The words of Christ Jesus tell us, “He that heareth 
my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; 
but is passed from death unto life” (John 5:24). 
Notice that it is not will have everlasting Bfe and 
some time shall pass from death unto life, but rather 
it is “hath everlasting life’ and “is passed from death 
unto life.” 

In John 6:37, we read, “Him that cometh to me 
I will in no wise cast out,” and this clinches the fact 
that all may have new life, and pardon full and free, 
for, “God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:-16). 

That the pardon and cleansing which God offers to 
the sinner through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, is 


AUGUST 22, 1925 


all-inclusive is the plain teaching of God’s Word. If 
there were any sin remaining unforgiven, then the 
sinner would still be under condemnation for that sin, 
for God looks upon all sin alike. John tells us in 
1 John 1:7, “The blood of Jesus Christ his Son 
cleanseth us from all sin,” and again in 1 John 1:9, 
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to for- 
give us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unright- 
eousness, 

In the face of this clear testimony of God’s Word 
that all sin has been forgiven the repentant, believ- 
ing sinner, what right has any one to hold on to what 
God has said has been put away? God has put our 
sins as far from us as the East is from the West 
(Psa. 103:12), he has buried them in the depth of 
the sea (Micah 7:19), he remembers them no more 
forever (Jer. 31:34). Truly the part of the re- 
pentant sinner is to thank and praise him for his won- 
derful gift of the Lord Jesus Christ, and for the full 
pardon which is his through his shed blood. This full 
and free pardon may indeed at first seem almost too 
good to be true, and yet God’s Word says it is true, 
and to refuse to believe what God says about it is to 
doubt him, and to make him a liar. 


<< 
Why Worry About Evolution? 


The Sunday Sunday School Times has been in our 
family for thirty years or more, and ever since I was 
old enough to teach a Sunday-school class, I have used 
it. You see it is quite an old friend and it grieves 
me to see it used to divorce the findings of science and 
the teachings of the Bible, instead of using all its 
energies and influence to unify these two. 

The so-called teachings of evolution, which to me 
simply means the slow creation of the world and its 
inhabitants, both animal and human, can so easily be 
explained by the verse, “One day is with the Lord as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day” (2 
Pet. 3:8). 

Twenty years ago we had never heard. of radio, and 
some of us would have said, there was no such thing, 
and never would be. Twenty years hence God is go- 
ing to reveal new wonders through science and nature. 
Why not show our young people how beautifully the 
Bible agrees with the new discoveries, instead of mag- 
nifying every possible discrepancy? 

The theory of evolution has never given me a thought 
of doubt. My Bible is just as true to me as it ever 
was, and agrees with the possibility that the world was 
not completed in six twenty-four hour days. 

The Sunday School Times has never sought to di- 
vorce the findings of true science and the teachings 
of the Bible. True science never conflicts with the 
Bible, for the Bible as the Word of God is truth, and 
true science is ascertained truth or facts. There can 
be, however, no compromise between the Word of God 
and false science, which does not rest upon facts but 
which advances man’s notions or guesses. 

The outstanding objection to evolution, on the part 
of those who believe God’s Word is that it is contrary 
to the Word and can never be reconciled with it. 

God’s Word plainly states that man was created in 
His image, (Gen. 1:27), and that he had communion 
and fellowship with God (Gen. 2:16; 3:8). The 
teaching of the Bible is that man broke the relation- 
ship between himself and God through sin and dis- 
obedience. The whole record of the Bible from Gen- 
esis to Revelation shows the progress of the natural 
man downward, until he reached the awful state de- 
scribed in Romans 1: 18-32. Man through disobedi- 
ence, is under the penalty of death, unless. he becomes 
a new creature in Christ Jesus, through faith in him 
and acceptance of his substitutionary atonement. 

Evolution claims that man is progressing upward. 
First from the primitive cell through the lower animal 
life to a common ancestor with the ape, then through 
the stages of primitive men to the present-day civil- 
ization, that man is still progressing, and that thou- 
sands of years hence will find him still farther up the 
ladder toward perfection. Evolution knows no need 
and has no place for a Saviour. 

Dr. Griffith Thomas, in his booklet, “Evolution and 
the Supernatural,” calls attention to the scientific defi- 
nition of evolution. He says, “Evolution means a 
change wrought by internal force without external 
aid or volition. Among the many definitions of evo- 
lution in its purely scientific aspect, perhaps the best 
is by Professor LeConte: ‘Continuous progressive 
change according to certain laws and by means of 
resident forces.’ It would be decidedly satisfactory if 
this view could. always be understood when the term 
is employed.” 

By no possible means can the hypothesis of evolu- 
tion be reconciled with the Bible. This does not mean, 
however, that there-is no such thing as progress, in the 
mechanical or scientific world, through the discovery 
of hitherto unknown laws of nature, through the find- 
ing of new elements and the like, but this is far dif- 
ferent from evolution as it is understood and taught 
by, those who, through it, attempt to account for the 
origin of man and of animal life. 

Helpful literature on this question of universal in- 
terest is “Evolution and the Supernatural.” bv Dr. 
W. H. Griffith Thomas (25 cents); “Evolution at 
the Bar,” by Philip Mauro (75 cents); “The Other 
Side of Evolution,” by A. Patterson ($1). These may 
be secured from The Sunday School Times Company, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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-Lesson for September 6 
Philippians 1 to 4 
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The Sign of the Prophet Jonah 


For whom was it given, and what does it portray? 











By Dwight L. Pendleton 














the prophet Jonah, in this day of enlightened Chris- 

tianity and wide-spread interest in Bible study, has 
attracted no special interest except such as might 
occasionally center in a discussion of the capacity of 
the whale to swallow the prophet; or the possibility 
of the prophet surviving the experience: while in our 
every-day speech the name of “Jonah” was degener- 
ated in use to a common nickname for one who 
brings bad luck. 

Generally speaking, this to-day is the net value de- 
rived by the Christian public from Jonah the prophet. 

Yet Christ himself referred that generation of the 
Jewish people to whom he had come as their Messiah, 
and who were even then calling upon him for a sign, 
to this same Jonah the prophet, as the only sign out 
of all their Scriptures that would be given to them. 
And we know that Christ did not regard this sign as 
of slight or trivial import personally, for he pointed 
them to that part of the sign where he saw por- 
trayed in symbolic colors his own death, burial, and 
resurrection. 

Neither did he underestimate the importance of this 
sign to that generation, for upon him rested the duty 
of pronouncing upon it the sentence to exile, and con- 
sequent centuries of wanderings and persecutions not 
-yet served out by the Jewish people in this good year 
of our Lord 1925. 

For did he not declare of that generation: 

They shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be 
led captive into all the nations; and Jerusalem shall be 


trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gen- 
tiles be fulfilled. 


And say to Jerusalem: 

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, that killeth the prophets, and 
stoneth them that are sent unto her! how often would 
I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would 
not! Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. For I 
say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall 
say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 


_ When we take into consideration the fact, as these 
and other declarations demonstrate, that the Lord saw 
their exile and wanderings extending down through 
the future for nearly two thousand years, as we now 
read from history, we cannot consistently accept any 
interpretation of Jonah that does not approach the 
subject as a sign, and as a full and sufficient sign, 
to that entire generation. A sign of their own times 
that could be seen and understood possibly more surely 
than the signs which they professed to be able to 
read in_the sky. : 

Matthew gives two accounts of Christ’s reference 
to this sign thus: 

And the Pharisees ang Sadducees came, and trying him 
asked him to show them a sign from heaven. But he 
answered and said unto them, When it is evening, ye say, 
It will be fair weather: for the heaven is red. And in 
the morning, It will be foul weather to-day: for the heaven 
is red and lowering. Ye know how to discern the face of 
the heaven; but ye cannot discern the signs of the times. 
An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; 
and there shall no sign be given unto it, but the sign of 
Jonah. And he left them, and departed (Matt. 16: 1-4). 

Then certain of the scribes and Pharisees answered him, 
saying, Teacher, we would see a sign from thee. But he 
answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous gen- 
eration seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be 
given to it but the sign of Jonah the prophet; for as 
Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of 
the whale; so shall the Son of man be three days and three 
nights in the heart of the earth (Matt. 12 : 38-40). 


Looking then on the Book of Jonah, not for his- 
toric, nor scientific, nor gastronomic values, but as 
a sign spread at large for centuries upon the sacred 
records of a people chosen and set apart for the one 
express purpose of blessing all the nations of the 
earth, we catch its real significance. We behold 
more clearly the developing outlines of the Son of 
man, the Messiah, the Christ, the Son of the Living 
God, who was to fulfil this long neglected world-wide 
mission of the Hebrew-—that promised one of Is- 
rael of whom the Psalmist sang and all the prophets 
foretold, and to whose coming Malachi, the last of 
all their prophets, pointed to as the “Sun of right- 
eousness [who would] arise with healing in his wings.” 
Of his mission God through Isaiah had declared: 


It is too light a thing that thou shouldest be my servant 
to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the pre- 
served of Israel: I will also give thee for a light to the 
Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end 
of the earth. 


So if Jonah was a sign to that generation to which 
the Christ was to come, and the great event foretold 
of all the prophets was the light which at that time 
was to be brought to the Gentiles, then beyond doubt 
the central theme of that sign must be the carrying of 


|: IS more than passing strange that the story of 


The book of Jonah has long been a butt for the 
attacks of Higher Critics. Its narratives have been 
declared impossible and mythological, and even 
many Christians have come to feel that the book 
of Jonah is a liability rather than an asset in 
Bible teaching. Yet the words of the Lord Jesus 
Christ in Matthew 12: 39 and 40 not only vouch 
for its historicity, but show that it has a deeply 
significant, prophetic value. It is this value that 
is so ably pointed out by the author in the ac- 
companying article. Mr. Pendleton is a lawyer, 
and a teacher of a large Bible Class in the South. 








this light to the Gentiles, how it was accomplished, 
how it was accepted by the Gentiles, and how the He- 
brew was affected thereby. 

Here then is the story of Jonah the prophet; it is 
short; study it carefully as a sign, —a complete word 
picture of Christ’s generation. Note the Hebrew and 
his mission to carry the light to the then capital city 
of the Gentile nations, his attempt to escape from this 
mission, and how it is finally accomplished after the 
resurrection; then the wholesale repentance of the 
Gentiles, and the resentment and withdrawal of the 
Jew. It is indeed a sign of that generation, a work 
of marvelous art approved by the great Master of 
parables. 


Now the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the son of 
Amittai, saying, 

Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against 
it; for their wickedness is come up before me. 

But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the pres- 
ence of the Lord, and went down to, Joppa; and he found 
a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof, and 
went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from 
the presence of the Lord. 

But the Lord sent out a great wind into the sea, and 
there was a mighty tempest in the sea, so that the ship 
was like to be broken. 

Then the mariners were afraid, and cried every man unto 
his god, and cast forth the wares that were in the ship 
into the sea, to lighten it of them. But Jonah was gone 
down into the sides of the ship; and he lay, and was fast 
asleep. 

So the shipmaster came to him, and said unto him, 
What meanest thou, O sleeper? arise, call upon thy God, 
if so be that God will think upon us, that we perish) not. 

And they said every one to his fellow, Come and let us 
cast lots, that we may know for whose cause this evil is 
upon us. So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah. 

Then said they unto him, Tell us, we pray thee, for 
whose cause this evil is upon us; What is thine occupation? 
and whence comest thou? what is thy country? and of 
what people art thou? 

And he said unto them, I am an Hebrew; and I fear the 
Lord, the God of heaven, which hath made the sea and the 
dry land. 

Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and said unto him, 
Why hast thou done this? For the men knew that he 
p98 from the presence of the Lord, because he had told 
them. 

Then said they unto him, What shall we do unto thee, 
that the sea may be calm unto us? for the sea wrought, 
and was tempestuous. 

And he said unto them, Take me up, and cast me forth 
into the sea; so shall the sea be calm unto you: for I 
know that for my sake this great tempest is upon you. 

Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring it to the 
land; but they could not: for the sea wrought, and was 
tempestuous against them. 

Wherefore they cried unto the Lord, and said, We be- 
seech thee, O Lord, we beseech thee, let us not perish for 
this man’s life, and lay not upon us innocent blood: for 
thou, O Lord, hast done as it pleased thee. 

So they took up Jonah, and cast him forth into the sea: 
and the sea ceased from her raging. 

Then the men feared the Lord exceedingly, and offered 
a sacrifice unto the Lord, and made vows. 

Now the Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow up 
Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days 
and three nights. 

Then Jonah prayed unto the Lord his God out of the 
fish’s belly. 

And said, I cried by reason of mine affliction unto the 
Lord, and he heard me; out of the belly of hell cried I, 
and thou heardest my voice. ; 

For thou hadst cast me into the deep, in the midst of 
the seas; and the floods compassed me about: all thy bil- 
lows and thy waves passed over me. 

Then I said, I am cast out of thy sight; yet I will look 
again toward thy holy temple. 

The waters compassed me about, even to the soul: the 
depth closed me round about, the weeds were wrapped 
about my head. 

I went down to the bottoms of the mountains; the earth 
with her bars was about me for ever: yet hast thou brought 
up my life from corruption, O Lord my God. 

When my soul fainted within me I remembered the Lord: 
and my prayer came in unto thee, into thine holy temple. 

They that observe lying vanities forsake their own mercy. 

But I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanks- 
giving; I will pay that I have vowed. Salvation is ef the 
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And the Lord spake unto the fish, and it vomited out 
Jonah upon the dry land. 

And the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the second 
time, saying, 

Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto 
it the preaching that I bid thee. 

So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to 
the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceeding 
great city. of three days’ journey. 

And Jonah began to enter into the city a day’s journey, 
and he cried, and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall 
be overthrown, 

So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed 
a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them 
even to the least of them. 

For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose 
from his throne, and he laid his robe from him, and cov- 
ered him with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 

And he caused it to be proclaimed and published through 
Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles, saying, 
Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing: 
let them not feed, nor drink water: 

But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and 
cry mightily unto God: yea, let them turn every one from 
his evil way, and from the violence that is in their hands, 

Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away 
from his fierce anger, that we perish not? 

And God saw their works, that they turned from their 
evil way; and God repented of the evil, that he had said 
that he would do unto them; and he did it not. 

But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very 
angry. 

And he prayed unto the Lord, and said, I pray thee, O 
Lord, was not this my saying, when I was yet in my coun- 
try? Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: for I knew 
that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, 
and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil. 

Therefore now, O Lord, take, I beseech thee, my life 
from me; for it is better for me to die than to live. 

Then said the Lord, Doest thu well to be angry? 

So Jonah went out of the city, and sat on the east side 
of the city, and there made him a booth, and sat under it 
in the shadow, till he might see what would become of the 
city. 

And the Lord God prepared a gourd, and made it to come 
up over Jonah, that it might be a shadow over his head, 
to deliver him from his grief. So Jonah was exceeding 
glad of the gourd. 

But God prepared a worm when the morning rose the 
next day, and it smote the gourd that it withered. 

And it came to pass, when the sun did arise, that God 
prepared a vehement east wind; and the sun beat upon 
the head of Jonah, that he fainted, and wished in himself 
to die, and said, It is better for me to die than to live. 

And God said to Jonah, Doest thou well to be angry for 
= ead And he said, I do well to be angry, even unto 

eath. 

Then said the Lord, Thou hast had pity on the gourd, 
for the which thou hast not laboured, neither madest it 
grow; which came up in a night, and perished in a night: 

And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein 
are more than sixscore thousand persons that cannot dis- 
cern between their right hand and their left hand; and 
also much cattle? 


In studying this story of the prophet Jonah, written 
about eight hundred years before Christ as a sign to 
that generation of the Hebrew people to whom the 
Messiah was to come and did come, we must recognize 
Jonah, the Hebrew prophet, as the figure of the Jew- 
ish people, and Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian 
Empire, as standing for the Gentile nations of which 
it was then the head. Jonah and Nineveh, Jew and 
Gentile, are the outstanding figures in that picture 
which the unbroken light of prophecy, piercing through 
the gloom of eight centuries and coming down from 
an age before the founding of Rome, casts upon the 
screen of that Messianic generation. To the Jew it 
was a sign more ominous than the red and lowering 
heavens which told them it would be foul weather 
that day, but to the Gentiles it glowed as the evening 
sky at sunset with the rosy promise of fair weather 
for the morrow. For in that generation the Jewish 
day was ended, their sun was set, their Messiah had 
gone down into the grave. That “Sun of righteous- 
ness” rising with “healing in his wings” was not for 
their awaking on the morrow, but was the risen Lord, 
the breaking of that promised light, the dawn of the 
Gentile day. And so God speaking through Isaiah 
seven hundred years before that day said of this 
coming Light, 

I, Jehovah, have called thee in righteousness, and will 
hold thy hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a 
covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles; to open 
the blind eyes, to bring out the priseners from the dungeon, 
and them that sit in darkness out of the prison-house. 


Here is Jonah, the Hebrew, with but one duty to 
perform,—the command of God: “Arise, go to 
Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it.” But the 
Hebrew tries to escape from this duty and avoid per- 
formance of the command, because, as he afterward 
admits, he knows that it means their forgiveness, 

The scene shifts and the Hebrew is aboard a ship, 
‘he has paid his fare, and embarked for a long voy- 
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age, and has gone down into the innermost part of 
the ship and there he lies, fast asleep. Hiding from 
God. His message is undelivered. Then comes the 
tempest. The ship is in distress and the frightened 
mariners “cried every man unto his god,’ and the 
shipmaster rouses the sleeping Jew to have him cail 
upon his God. From this it is apparent that the He- 
brew is on a Gentile ship. But notice that Jonah, 
upon whom the shipmaster calls to make intercession 
with his God, is not the same man in spirit who had 
fled from God and hid himself to avoid the saving 
of the Gentile city. He now confesses the past dis- 
obedience and voluntarily offers himself a sacrifice 
for the salvation of the ship, and thus brings the 
mariners to the fear of God and to his worship. 
The awakened Hebrew is the figure of the Christ in 
that part of the sign to which He points. Here is por- 
trayed the Saviour, his voluntary offer of his life 
for the salvation of the Gentile ship, his death, his 
three days in the grave, and his resurrection: He was 
the representative of the Jewish people, he bore their 
sins, and through his death paid for them their pen- 
alty for disobedience. He was their King and was 
crucified as their King. In his sacrifice he stood for 
the Jewish nation. And John in his Gospel records 
that when the Council. at Jerusalem were discussing 
what was to be done with Jesus, 


Caiaphas, being high priest that year, said unto them, 
Ye know nothing at all, nor do ye take account that it is 
expedient for you that one man should die for the peo- 
ple, and that the whole nation perish not. Now this he 
said not of himself: but being high priest that year, he 
prophesied that Jesus should die for the nation; and not 
for the nation only, but that he might also gather together 
into one the children of God that are scattered abroad. 


So the atoning Jonah declares that he must be cast 
overboard as the sacrifice for the sins of the disobe- 
dient Jonah, who but yesterday was fleeing from the 
command of God and hiding in the hold of the Gentile 
ship. The disobedient Jonah who had hidden in the 
Gentile ship and lay asleep was,the Jewish nation; 
the awakened Jonah was their. Christ, their King, their 
sacrifice, their passover. Jonah as a story is inex- 
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plicable; as a sign it is marvelous in its comprehensive 
scope and most minute detail. Viewed as a narrative, 
why, if God through the tempest threatened the de- 
struction of the ship solely on account of Jonah’s dis- 
obedience, was it necessary that the obedient and 
self-sacrificing Jonah should be cast overboard by the 
shipmaster and his crew in order to save the ship? 
But if this narrative was written for a sign to be 
given to that generation to which He came, it had 
to be designed so as to make his voluntary sacrifice 
for salvation, —his death, burial, and resurrection, — 
stand out in bold relief as the central theme in the 
story, to correctly represent their proper place in that 
generation. And the Gentile shipmaster, who with 
his men tried without avail to avoid having to assume 
the responsibility of casting him overboard into the 
tempestuous sea, and cried out to God, “Lay not upon 
us innocent blood,’”— who was he in the sign? 
Matthew in his Gospel tells us: 


So when Pilate saw that he prevailed nothing, but rather 
that a tumult was arising, he took water, and washed his 
hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the 
blood of this righteous man; see ye to it. And all the peo- 
ple answered and said, His blood be on us, and on our 
children, 


We can clearly see the sign of the death, burial 
and resurrection of the Lord in the casting overboard 
of Jonah, and in his three days in the “great fish” 
which swallowed him, and in his being cast out upon 
the dry land; but the story does not stop here, nor 
did that generation of the Jewish people close with 
Christ’s resurrection. ; 

The message to the Gentile capital is still unde- 
livered, the promised light to the Gentiles has not yet 
been revealed. That must be carried to them after the 
resurrection. Indeed, looking at the sign, we can see 
that the fish was made to cast Jonah out on the dry 
land for this particular purpose. And so the second 
time Jehovah commands him to “Arise, go unto 
Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the 
preaching that I bid thee.” 


(To be concluded in next week’s issue.) 
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It was a tense and dramatic moment in Canadian Church history when Dr. D. C. Pigeon, Moderator of the 
passing Presbyterian General Assembly, on the evening of June 9, 1925, pronounced the Assembly adjourned 
to pos | way for the United Church of Canada. The Moderator had refused to permit the reading of a formal 
protest signed by non-concurring Commissioners, and the apparent aim of the tactical strategy was to prevent the 
dissentient Commissioners, who formed a quorum of the Assembly, from ‘‘ continuing.’’ But as the Unionist 
Presbyterians arose to leave their seats after the pronouncement, some seventy of the non-concurrent Commissioners 
remained seated, and although the organ of the church, in grand finale, all but drowned out their deliberations, 
the ‘‘ continuing’ Commissioners formally moved that the Assembly should not cease to exist. 

It is about the events that led up to this crisis, and the task that lies ahead of the continuing Presbyterian 


Church of Canada that Mr. Hunter tells in this article. 


HE Presbyterian Church has just passed through 
the greatest crisis in the fifty years of her his- 
tory in the Dominion of Canada. Out of this 
crisis has come a remnant, though by no means neg- 
ligible so far as numbers are concerned, determined 
to make no concessions to Modernism, and pledged 
to uphold the faith of their Church, and to stand 
true to the inspiration and authority of the Word of 
God. On June 10 by the enactment of a Federal law 
known as the United Church of Canada Act the Pres- 
byterian, Methodist, and Congregational Churches be- 
came merged in one to be known henceforth as the 
United Church of Canada. It is with the continuing 
Presbyterian Church that this article deals, and with 
the significance of the stand that it has taken in the 
light of present-day events in the religious life of- the 
nation. A short résumé of the movement for church 
union will provide the background to the present situ- 
ation. 

It is more than twenty years ago since the church 
union movement began. When first proposed it was 
designed primarily to eliminate overlapping of churches 
in the sparsely settled plains of the vast Canadian 
West. With this principle of union few could find ob- 
jection, provided no fundamental doctrine of the Chris- 
tian faith had to be sacrificed, and adequate safe- 
guards were provided for the preservation of Chris- 
tian truth against the blighting effects of Modern- 
istic teaching. It is because this has not been done 
that the majority of continuing Presbyterians have 
opposed the whole church union movement. While 
other motives may have influenced many in voting 
against the union it is safe to say that the inadequate 
safeguards provided in the doctrinal basis have been 
the primary cause of objection. 

While there has always been a minority opposed to 
organic union within the Presbyterian Church, it was 
not until some three years ago when the rank and file 
of the Church began to study the Basis of Union and 
its implications were realized, that the tide of opposi- 
tion began to rise. We are not here concerned with 


the legal aspects of the question, nor with the long 
controversy that has raged for years within the Pres- 
byterian Church regarding the rights and powers of 
the General Assembly. It is the doctrine as expressed 
in the Basis of Union, and the terms of subscription, 
which have led thousands of Presbyterians to the firm 
conviction that the United Church will be completely 
dominated by Modernism. It is this which constitutes 
our gravest objection to the whole movement. 

What are the facts of the case? To the basis of 
Union itself little objection might be taken by evan- 
gelical Christians, though it is an obvious attempt to 
find some middle ground of compromise between Cal- 
vinism and Arminianism. In the twenty articles com- 
posing the doctrinal basis are set forth the great fun- 
damental teachings of the Christian faith. But, and 
here is the tragic factor in the situation, no one is re- 
quired when entering the ministry of the United 
Church to accept these dectrines. All that is neces- 
sary is to satisfy an examining body of men who 
have not themselves, in all cases, signified their com- 
plete agreement with the doctrine that “they are in 
essential agreement” with the doctrinal basis. This 
“agreement” is only a verbal one. There is no writ- 
ten subscription to the creed of this church. Thus a 
candidate for the ministry in the United Church may 
deny the virgin birth of the Lord, his vicarious atone- 
ment, his resurrection, his deity, and his coming again, 
and yet be able to find himself in “essential agreement” 
with the doctrine as expressed in the Basis of Union. 

In the Basis of Union, and in the terms of sub- 
scription to it, there seems to be an obvious attempt 
to effect some compromise between those who adhere 
to the faith of the Christian Church and those who 
have accepted the most extreme teachings of Modern- 
ism. To the former may be said, as the three leaders 
of the uniting churches have agreed, “See, here in this 
basis is the creed of the United Church”; and the 
Modernist who might repudiate the implications of 
half of the twenty articles may be told that he does 
not need to sign the creed, but simply to express his 
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agreement with the essence of it. Is it any wonder 
that thousands of Presbyterians have been found who 
say they will have none of it, and are determined 
rather to forsake all than compromise their faith? 

Such was the situation when the General Assembly 
met in Toronto on June 3 for its final session before 
entering the United Church of Canada. When the 
Assembly adjourned on June 9 to meet on the follow- 
ing day with the other negotiating churches, over 
seventy members of the court reconstituted the As- 
sembly immediately and adjourned to meet at mid- 
night, at the hour when, according to the Act of 
Parliament, the Presbyterian Church should become 
merged with the other negotiating churches. 

Few who were privileged to witness it will ever 
forget the solemnity of the scene as the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church was reconstituted 
in the early hours of the morning of June 10 in Knox 


Presbyterian Church, the church that has stood like a ~ 


bulwark for half a century in defense of the Word of 
God and the faith “once for all delivered unto the 
saints.” 

As has already been stated, the United Church of 
Canada came into being at one minute after twelve 
o’clock, Standard time, on the morning of June 10. It 
was necessary, therefore, if the continuity of the 
church was to be preserved, that the General Assembly 
be reconstituted at the same hour, which in Toronto 
was one o’clock in the morning, Daylight Saving time. 

The gathering in Knox Church was one of the most 
remarkable of its kind ever held in the Dominion of 
Canada, the new Assembly literally having its birth 
in prayer. At 10.30 a congregation that became larger 
and larger every moment until the church was filled 
to capacity met in Knox, and until 12.45 interceded be- 
fore the throne of grace that the divine Spirit might 
guide them, and that the blessing of God might fall 
on those who sought only to preserve inviolate his 
own truth, and to carry his message of redeeming love 
and grace to the uttermost parts of the earth. 

Promptly at 12.45 the Interim Moderator of the 
Assembly entered the pulpit accompanied by the min- 
ister of the church, the Rev. J. Gibsén Inkster, and 
gave out the second paraphrase, “O God of Bethel,” 
that song of the soul which has come to be known as 
the Scotsman’s benediction, associated as it is with all 
their outgoings into life and with so many of the 
great epochs in their religious history. Added to the 
words of the hallowed melody was a new and a deeper 
meaning as they echoed forth in the still air of the 
early morning hours, 

Our vows, our prayers, we now present 
Before thy throne of grace; 

God of our fathers, be the God 
Of their succeeding race. 


Oh spread thy covering wings around 
Till all our wanderings cease, 

And at our Father’s loved abode 
Qur souls arrive in peace. 


It was a moving, thrilling, and inspiring scene, 


marking the advent of a new era in the annals of 
the beloved. “kirk” when the new Assembly was 
formed at the first hour of the new day. Once more 
Presbyterianism was turning its eyes to the everlasting 
hills in humble dependence upon the Lord Jesus Christ 
to use and to bless in his service the church he had 
purchased with his own blood. It was the hour of 
destiny for those who stood for the faith of their 
fathers, and, called upon to testify for the truth as it 
was in Christ Jesus, they had not been found want- 
ing. 

On the morning of June 11 the new Assembly met 
in St. Andrew’s Church and -elected as their new 
Moderator the Rev. Dr. Ephraim Scott, one of the 
veteran ministers of the church, and a thoroughgoing 
evangelical. The first address of the new Moderator 
was a clarion call to the Church to stand fast in the 
old ways. “Our Church still lives,” he said. “Her 
people have rallied loyally for truth and freedom, and 
to-day, as we give thanks for our release from twenty 
years of captivity and unrest and once more walk 
about our Zion, consider her palaces and mark well her 
bulwarks of truth and righteousness, and plan rebuild- 
ing. where those bulwarks have broken down, we sing 
anew the ancient song, ‘The Lord hath done great 
things for us; whereof we are glad.’” 

At a later sederunt the following resolution was 
adopted by a standing vote of the Assembly. It was 
proposed by the Rev. J. G. Inkster and seconded by 
Dr. Jonathan Goforth, “That on this occasion, the 
jubilee of the Presbyterian Church in Canada, after 
she has passed so gloriously through the crisis which 
recently befell her, this Assembly desires publicly 
to reaffirm its faith in our historic standards — the 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, the West- 
minster Confession of Faith, and the Larger and 
Shorter Catechisms.” 

‘Replying later to a message of congratulation sent 
from Professor Machen of Princeton, the General 
Assembly assured him of its fixed purpose, “to pro- 
claim in its fulness the Gospel of our Lord and Sav- 
jour Jesus Christ.” 

hat then is the outlook for evangelical Presby- 
terianism in the Dominion of Canada? Will the Pres- 
byterian Church realize the high hopes and holy ambi- 
tions with which it has started on its way? Will it 
remain faithful to the ancient standards of the church, 
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Philippians 1 to 4 


and more important still, will it remain true to the di- 
vine authority and integrity of the Word of God? It 
is the prayer of tens of thousands that it may be so. 

It would be too much to say at this stage that the 
battle for the faith of the church against Modernism 
has been won completely. It has not. There are still 
those within its ranks who would more properly find 
a spiritual home in the bosom of Unitarianism; but 
the church as a whole is pledged to the Reformed Faith 
and the Word of God on which it is based. It has 
won the first victory in the conflict in its successful re- 
sistance of a compromising interdenominationalism, and 
has set its face like a flint against all teaching that 
would rob the church of any of the great verities of 
the Christian faith, For the church that remains 
faithful to his Word and to the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
resolutely refuses to compromise with his divine truth, 
God has a great and glorious work yet to do in the 
Dominion of Canada, 


Toronto, Can. 


For Children at Home 








The Bee Man 
By Mary Davis 


EE Margaret Ball tiptoed down the creaking old 

stairs, stole across the great hall, and glided into 
the quaint eight-cornered drawing room. She chose 
the old chair that had once belonged to Paul Revere 
to sit in, and waited very, very patiently. 

Meanwhile the heavy red curtains at the other end 
of the room parted, and in shot Bob like a Fourth of 
July rocket. Ten-year-old Sally entered by the library 
door. She smiled at everybody like a sunflower, and 
cuddled on the old sofa. ; 

“It’s five o’clock, Aunt Ellen,” boomed little Bob 


’ in his great big voice. 


_ Aunt Ellen was writing at the desk in the corner, 
but Ske left her papers and seated herself in the sleepy- 
hollow chair. Wee Margaret claimed her lap, Bob 
sat on a stool at her feet. i 

“When I was a little girl,” began. Aunt Ellen, with 
a far-away look in her lovely eyes, “nearly everybody 
in town kept bees. We called Mr. Timothy Rowell 
the Bee Man. He was a little old man with curly 
white hair and a silver beard. The bees liked him, 
and he was fond of his busy little folks. Whenever 
the bees swarmed the children ran for Mr. Timothy to 
coax the bees to settle in a convenient hive. 

“One morning, when we were all eating breakfast, 
in dashed little Emily Lowe. ‘Our bees have swarmed 
on your pear tree,’ she cried shrilly. : 

“We children dropped our spoons in our porridge 
and dashed out into the garden. The little sickel pear 
tree was covered with blossoms, but there was one 
limb that looked as if its blossoms were bees, for the 


~ little fellows were clustered together, ‘talking angrily. 


“‘Tet’s go for the Bee Man,’ we cried,-and when 
the older folks nodded we all raced down Meeting 
House Hill to Mr. Timothy Rowell’s white cottage. 
He was in the little red barn currying his little red 
mare Nellie. He left Nellie half brushed, slipped off 
his linen duster, and hurried along after us. 

“*The bees never sting you, do they, Mr. Timothy ?’ 
asked little Emily. 

“Mr. Timothy had a lovely smile. ‘I guess the little 
fellows know their friends,’ he said. 

“Everybody stood back to let Mr. Rowell have 
plenty of room. He looked sharply at the swarm to 
pick out the queen, because that little lady must be 
settled in the new house first. 

“Nobody knew why the bees did not like their friend 
that morning. Perhaps it was the odor of the little 
maré that made them angry. en the dear old Bee 
Man reached for the lady queen they flew at him and 
began stinging him. He stumbled toward our house. 

“<They will sting me to death,’ he mumbled. 

“My mother was standing on the back porch. She 
ran into the house, seized her box of baking soda 
and a bucket of water. Out she darted and threw the 
water at the Bee Man. It ran down his face and 
shoulders. The bees dropped off, and mother filled 
her hands with baking powder and began patting the 
Bee Man’s swelling cheeks. Then the other people 
came to help her. 

“The Bee Man stayed in bed for two weeks. Little 
by little the swelling went down, and he was all right. 
But he always said that mother had saved his life, and 
he always gave her some choice May honey for a 
Christmas present.” ; 

“Did great-grandmother get stung?” asked Mar- 
garet anxiously. 

Aunt Ellen shook her head. “She said she never 
thought of it,” she smiled. “Mr. Lowe didn’t lose his 
bees either, for father sawed off the limb of the pear 
tree and managed to shake the queen into a new hive. 

“Supper bell!” yelled Bob, and Sally and he were 
off, but Margaret lingered long enough to blow a kiss 
to the portrait of brave, sweet great-grandmother, 

Ciinton, MAss. 
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Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Rath 




















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
ames or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I would like to have your advice 
through The Sunday School Times. I am _ twenty-two 
years old. I was led to accept Christ last year. My folks 
are Catholic. The one who led me into the knowledge of 
the Gospel has advised me to pray that God would open 
his way for me to acknowledge Christ to my family, and 
to expect an answer. I have also been advised to read 
the Bible daily and to commit choice passages to memory, 
and to expect that God would open the way to use these 
passages effectively at home and thus make the way for 
full confession easy, and without prejudice that would re- 
sult if I were to openly confess Christ, without preparing 
the way with God’s Word. 

But the strong prejudice against the Bible on the part of 
my mother disheartens me. The practise of our church 
calls for confession to the priest at least once a year. It 
will soon be a year since my last confession and I feel that 
your advice will be very helpful to me. What would you 
advise? I really want to walk in God’s will.—A YOUNG 
CATHOLIC BELIEVER. 


Y DEAR GIRL: I wish you would open your 
Bible and read Romans 10:9, 10, 11. I could not 
advise you, my dear, of a plan that would make it 
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easy for you to confess Christ to your family. 
I feel God must be the leader, and you must 
trust him to touch the hearts of your family and show 
them himself! But I do say without any hesitation, con- 
fess him without delay, and he will take care of the 
result. You do not need to have any fear, when Christ 
is your Saviour and you are under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. He Will carry the truth through you 
and bring your loved ones to him, and no matter how 
difficult the situation may seem to you, nor how strong 
the prejudice of your mother may be, nothing is too 
hard for God! 

Why would you consider confessing to a priest? 
Since Christ came, there is no man to go to, but the 
Man of Galilee! Jesus, your Redeemer, is the only 
one who can forgive your sins, and he is pleading for 
you as your priest now, before your Father in Heaven. 
Read Hebrews 4:14, and also verses 15 and 16. For 
his sake and his only, your God forgives your sins! 
Believe on him, and “come boldly” to the throne of 
grace, and know that your Saviour is right there, and 
let fear have no place in your life and thought. 

It is a fine thing to know the Scriptures, and to study 
verses and be ready to give them out as God directs. 
You can only know the mind of God through the study 
of his Word and communing with him. Oh, my dear, 
be found oft with him jin prayer. You cannot go too 
often to him, nor stay too long! 

I am so glad you want to know God’s will and to 
walk in his way, for that delights the heart of your 
God. He wants to show you and lead you, and his 
Word tells us he will “lead us in a plain path.” Trust 
your mother to him and all your family, and pray for 
them after you confess him as your Lord and Saviour! 
He is your “High Priest” now, and you cannot be 
overthrown if your trust is in him. 








What I Have Seen 


An answered prayer that filled an erring teacher 
with awesome gratitude and contrition 








in My Pupils’ Eyes 
By a Sunday School Teacher 














fi teacher of the small boy often misses the de- 

lightful appreciation which is sometimes a pitfall 
to the teacher of young women. Girls are given to 
hero-worship and to enthusiastic expression of it. 
Many a teacher knows their adoring epistles in which 
she finds herself perched upon the top of a dizzy peak 
of idealism, and a dread fear of crashing down its 
slippery sides into the abyss of realism which yawns 
below continually haunts her. This fervent girlish 
worship has been the ruin of many of their leaders, 
They lose, not their popularity, but their fruit-bearing. 
They begin to draw upon their own personality, and 
wear no longer the inner sackcloth of humility before 
the Lord of spirits. 

’ On the other hand, the bright, mischievous, indulged 
American small boy does not fan or foster the latent 
self-conceit of his teacher. She has little time or op- 
portunity to preen herself, but she walks a dead-line 
between riot and rule, and any unexpected moment 
may land her on the wrong side of it. The writer 
never spent the exhausting thought over lessons for 
capable young women that she had to over the lessons 
for a dozen-odd active ten-year-old sons of well-edu- 
cated, well-to-do parents. She had always had a flair 
for girls, as her mother had for boys. “Why, mother,” 
she had said, “a little girl is the most beautiful thing 
in the world.” “Yes,” had answered that wise lady, 
she is. But a little boy is the most interesting thing 
in the world.” He is. His squirming body is a foe 
to prim deportment, but his unselfconscious, clear-eyed 
interest is well worth fighting for. 

Some of these boys came from homes of good re- 
ligious training, but with most of them the teacher 
felt that the responsibility was entirely upon her, and 
that if she did not get some real seed planted it might 
never be sown. For this reason the lessons went 
deeper than the usual courses in religious education 
and child psychology recommend as advisable for this 
age. The aim was to make sin real and heinous, and 
the law of liberty in Christ Jesus a reality. It was 
a difficult thing to do, for nothing abstract could be 
attempted. The teacher relied so much upon a vivid 
and dramatic recital of the story to hold the atten- 
tion that she never dared to have a review lesson. 
Another story was always substituted in its place. 
The boys were so quick and so mischievous that no 
teacher hitherto had been found who would keep them. 

Usually the teacher began her lésson study Mon- 

-day morning; all through the week she planned it and 
developed it. But one Saturday night came when she 
had not even thought of it. It was a review Sunday 
and that meant hunting up an extra lesson. She was 

- too ashamed to pray for help, and picked up her Bible 
only to find herself so spent in mind and body that 
she was literally unable to think. She was in a panic; 
it was not one of those classes one can bluff, and 
visions of her disgrace at the coming volley of spit- 
balls and cat-calls filled her with despair. But even this 
certainty could not spur her jaded mind. It was one 
of those rare:times when one reaches a real limit. 


Finally she decided to’ go into her room and pray, 
but every step of the way she felt it was useless and 
blasphemous. Why should a Heavenly Father hear 
a faithless servant? Besides, she could not think and 
He could not make her think. However, she placed 
her Bible upon the bed, knelt before it, and asked for 
forgiveness for Jesus’ sake, and for help. She got up 
and went into the living-room, and tried to open her 
Bible again, but that same deadly wave of weariness 
overcame her. She was unable to do it. The next 
instant, spread before her mind like a flash, was a com- 
plete plan for a method to conduct a review lesson; 
every detail was perfect. She saw the way to find out 
the thing she had yearned to know: whether they had 
really got the points she had tried so hard to make. 
The plan was so simple and feasible she marveled it 
had never occurred to her, and the whole experience 
may have occupied but a few seconds of time. This 
is a statement of fact; how can our limited psychology 
of the day account for it? 

The teacher knew it was an answer to prayer; the 
breaking in of the invisible world filled her with such 
awe and fear that she went at once to the kitchen, 
following an impulse to go to the basement and get 
under something. Presently her agitation quieted with 


the realization that her boys were far more precious 


to Jesus Christ than they were to her, that he was 
more interested in the way they were taught than she 
was, and that help had come because, faithless as she 
had been, she was yet the only one on the job, instead 
of a better and a wiser servant. ; 

The next day she followed the plan completely, and 
repeated it every review Sunday thereafter. It was 
one of those plans for having two captains and two 
teams, and a system-of points and awards. The im- 
possible element_was the chance for mischief, with the 
little dramatic interest there is in a review. These 
children had always been indulged, and did not respect 
authority as foreign children often do. Seven were 
on each side, chosen by the eighth, who was the cap- 
tain. Each side was backed to the other and each 
chair turned a bit, so rio boy got a chance at another 
boy’s eyes. Each side had different colored paper to 
write on. Considerable red tape was installed to im- 
press them, and a prize was offered. The questions, 
one on each lesson, would scarcely be credited as pos- 
sible by many educators; questions involving (of 
course without theological terminology) the majesty 
of God and the reverence due him, of the origin of 
evil within us in impulse and desire, of the -penalty 
for it and its satisfaction in the atonement of Jesus 
Christ, of the love we owe him and the power he can 
give us. The results, clumsy, boyish, misspelled as 
they were, were encouraging in their comprehension. 
One boy, the son of a godly elder, answered them all. 
Every boy answered some, and most of them from 
eight to ten. Many of those boys are now in college, 
and the thoughts of their teacher often follow them, 
wondering whether any of that seed, planted in anxious 
care, has taken root and endured. 
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LESSON 10. SEPTEMBER 6. PAUL WRITES TO THE PHILIPPIANS 


International Uniform Lesson.—Philippians 1 to 4 
Golden Text.—I can do all things in him that strengtheneth me.— Phil 4 : 13 














The Lesson as a Whole 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 


Foreword 


UL’S intense love for people lights up the 

Press of this epistle. He may express his affec- 

tion unrestrainedly here, for he need not make 

any painful rebuke of the Philippians, as was neces- 

sary with some of the other churches. He can hardly 

find language adequate to provide a channel for the 
outpouring of his Niagara of love (4:1). 


The Historical Setting 


Under the nurture of Lydia and the jailer the Phil- 
ippi church has grown and flourished since Paul’s 
planting in A. D. 51. He doubtless visited it again 
on his journey from Ephesus to Macedonia (Acts 20: 
1), and he made a third visit to avoid the plotting of 
the Jews as he returned to Asia through Macedonia 
(Acts 20:6). No church showed such practical ap- 
preciation of the apostle’s ministry (4:15, 16; 2 Cor. 
11:9). The Philippians were poor in this world’s 
oods (2 Cor. 8:1, 2); they were in trouble, perhaps 
Treth persecution (comp. 2 Cor. 8:2 with Phil. 1: 28- 
30), and they were in danger at least from dissension 
(2: 1-4; 1:27; 2:14; 4:2). The occasion of the 
letter was acknowledgement of a gift sent to Rome 
by Epaphroditus, who, after a severe illness, returns 
with the epistle. It was written during that imprison- 
ment of the apostle whose beginning is described in 
Acts 28:30, 31, and probably during the latter part 
of this two years’ incarceration, or even after the two 
years were up. It is thought that the crowning sor- 
row Paul speaks of (2:27) may have been the suc- 
ceeding of Burrus, the kindly prefect of the Praetorian 
Guard, by the cruel Tigellinus, who would set ma- 
chinery in order for the hastening of Paul’s execu- 
tion. Burrus died in A. D. 62, and Alford thinks that 
the date of this letter is around February, A.D. 63. 


The Expository Meaning 


Chapter 3:7.—Howbeit what things were gain to 
me, these have I counted loss for Christ. The “how- 
beit” must take us back to our beginning. Paul is 
warning against Judaizers. The true circumcision is 
that of the heart—a being dominated by the Spirit 
(3:3). Putting himself on the plane of the boast- 
ful tom: Paul would have a right to boast above most 
of them, for he had a great Jewish heritage, which 
he outlines (3: 4-6). Paul’s use of the word “flesh” 
here means “anything other than God taken as his 
trust and strength.” Paul does not waste any time 
considering real wealth, as consisting of material 
riches, such as houses and lands, stocks and bonds, sil- 
ver and gold. He takes it for granted that his hearers 
would consider that true wealth consists of moral 
values. But there are certain moral values such as 
being well born, and possessing hereditary religious 
birthrights which are really to be put into the discard 
as compared with having Christ to dwell in our hearts 
and dominate our living. Paul did not mean that cir- 
cumcision, good blood, Phariseeism, zeal, the law were 
of themselves wrong, but he is recalling how he let 
them at one time not only keep him from Christ but 
persecute those who were not making his own mistake. 

Verse 8.—But moreover, I also continue to esteem 
[them] all to be loss on account of the supereminence 
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: on whose 
account I suffered the loss of all things, and esteem 
them to be refuse that I may gain Christ (Alford’s 
rendering). Paul could throw into the scales all 
his sufferings, which he aggregates in. 2 Corin- 
thians 11: 23-27, and also his present imprisonment, his 
homelessness, his loneliness, and say that the com- 
pensation of his exchange was incomparable in the 
possession of the knowledge of Christ, yes, even of 
Christ himself. And yet while he has him now, it is 
not in full, and so he goes on to say, 

Verse 9.—And be found in him, not having a right- 
cousness of mine... but that which is through faith 
in Christ. “Be found,” says the late Bishop Moule, 
“at any moment or scrutiny of test; alike in life, in 
death, and before the judgment seat. The truth of the 
believer’s deep incorporation in his Lord and Head, 
and identification with him for acceptance and life, is 
here in full view. In the surrender of faith (Eph. 
2 :8-10; comp. John 3 : 36) he becomes, in the deep 
laws of spiritual life, a true ‘limb’ of the sacred Head; 
interested in his merits, penetrated with his exalted 
life.” There was an apparent righteousness in the law. 
Men no doubt saw it in Paul as he walked before 
them prior to his Damascus vision, but after that Paul 
realized that such righteousness did not weigh with 
God, who knows that it is impossible for any man not 
to fail at some point, and hence the necessity of 


Devotional Reading: Philippians 2: 5-11. 
Primary Topic: Paul and His Friends. 
Lesson Material: Philippians 2 : 19-30. 
Memory Verse: There is a friend. that sticketh closer than 
a brother.—Prov. 18 : 24. 
Junior Topic; Paul Peessing Toward the Goal. 
Lesson Material; Philippians 3: 7-16; 4: 8. 
Memory Verse: Philippians 4: 8. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic : Choosing the Best a 
Topic for Young People ond Addn: The Christian’s lo 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
esson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
3:7-16; 4:8 
3:7 Howbeit what things were 1 gain to me, these have 
1 counted loss for Christ. 8 Yea verily, and I count all 
things to be loss for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I suffered the loss of all 
things, and do count them but refuse, that I may gain 
Christ, 9 and be found in him, ? not having a righteousness 
of mine own, even that which is of the law, but that which 
is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from 
God *by faith: 10 that I may know him, and the power 
of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, 
becoming conformed unto his death; 11 if by any means I 
may attain unto the resurrection frem the dead. 12 Not 
that I have already obtained, or am already made perfect: 
but I press on, if so be that I may ‘lay hold on that for 
which also I was laid hold on by Christ Jesus. 13 Brethren, 
I count not myself © yet to have laid held: but one thing 
1 do, forgetting the things which are behind, and stretching 
forward to the things which are beZore, 14 I press on toward 
the goal unto the prize of the “high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus. 15 Let us therefore, as many as are 7 per- 
fect, be thus minded: and if in anything ye are otherwise 
minded, this also shall God reveal unto you: 16 only, where- 

unto we have attained, by that same rule let us walk. 
4:8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, what- 
soever things are *honorable, whatsocver things are just, 
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 
whatsoever things are ° of good report; if there be any vir- 
tue, and if there be any praise, 1° think on these things. 


1Gr. gains. 2Or, not having as my righteousness that 
which is of the law *Gr. upon. *Or, lay hold, seeing 
that also I was laid hold on 5 Many ancient authorities 
omit yet. *Or, upward 7Or, full-grown 1 Cor. 2:6. 
®Gr. reverend. °Or, gracious Gr. take account of. 








Christ’s carrying a perfect righteousness to the cross 
to be accepted of God for us when we accept Christ 
as our substitute through faith. 


Verse 10—That I may know him, and the power 
of his resurrection. Verse 9 has to do with justifica- 
tion and verse 10 with sanctification. Only a colon 
separates the verse, and even that is too much of a 
fence. We separate the two theologically, but in the 
mind of God and the intent of Scripture the juxta- 
position of the two is very close. God never intends 
a justified sinner to go along as a sinner but to be at 
the same time a sanctified saint, to use a tautological 
expression for the sake of getting the idea over the 
top. He means the Christian to have imputed and 
imparted righteousness at the same moment. Paul’s 
faith in Christ as Atoner and Justifier was in order 
that he might know him as the all-powerful energizer 
of life, as the One risen from the dead. Of the phrase 


“that I may know him” Bishop Moule says, “The 


Greek seems to imply a decisive act of knowledge 
rather than a process. A lifelong process is sure to 
result from the act; for the object of the act “pass- 
eth knowledge” (Eph. 3:19). But the act, the de- 
cisive getting acquainted with what Christ is, is in im- 
mediate view. A far-reaching insight into him in his 
glory of grace has a natural connection with the spir- 
itual act of submissive faith in him as our Sacrifice 
and Righteousness. Compare John 6: 56. 


Verse 11.—lf by any means I may attain unto the 
resurrection from the dead. A confessedly difficult 
passage. The Greek word for resurrection here is 
“exanastasis,’ and literally means “the resurrection, 
the one out from among the dead ones.” There are 
some, of whom the editor of the Companion Bible is a 
representative, who believe that Paul was seeking to 
attain to a resurrection to precede the resurrection de- 
scribed in the fifteenth of first Corinthians, the fourth 
of first Thessalonians and elsewhere. But most of the 
commentators hold that Paul is referring only to the 
resurrection of the just, which leaves the lost dead in 
their graves until just before the Great White Throne 
is set up. 


Verses 12-14.—Not that I have already obtained, 
.«. but I press on. Paul uses the figure of a runner 
in the Greek races. He does not count on having al- 
ready received the crown. “He disclaims absolute per- 
fection in unequivocal language,” says Robertson. Paul 
always in life saw something more beyond, and he 


keeps pressing forward, even as the racer leans for- 


ward in his straining for the prize, hts head reaching 
farther forward than his flying feet. He recalls the 
things for which Christ apprehended him on the Da- 
mascus road one day, and he wishes to realize every- 


thing for which he was then apprehended of Christ, 
and in this zeal to make the most of every golden day 
for service he is an example to us all. 

Verse 15.—Let us therefore, as many as.are per- 
fect, be thus minded, Paul is exhorting those who are 
full-grown to follow his example in the ideals he has 
set forth, and if they cannot see their way clear to 
heed, God will show them the right way if they fol- 
low steadfastly on. On verse 16 Alford says: “Let 
not, however, this diversity, respecting which some 
of you yet await deeper revelations from God’s Spirit, 
produce any dissension in your Christian unity.” 

Chapter 4:8.—Finally, brethren, whatsoever things 
are true,... honorable... just... pure... lovely 
. + + Of good report ... think on these things. The 
apostle in the preceding words has been telling the 
Philippians to let the peace of God sentinel their minds 
and hearts. Now he is telling them what sort of 
spiritual food to let such safe-guarded minds reflect 
upon. They make an atmosphere pleasing for the God 
of peace to dwell in. 


The Homiletical Form 


Tue Betiever’s Ricues 1N Curist 
1 Christ the object of our faith for righteousness 
(3: 7-9). 
2. Christ the object of our desire for fellowship in 
resurrection power (vs. 10-14). 
_ 3. Let us be one-minded in,such a wonderful Sav- 
jour (vs, 15, 16). 


4. A Christian heart in which the God of peace 
accepts hospitality (4:8). 


The Topical Values 


“The theme of Philippians is Christian experience. 
Soundness of doctrine is assumed. There is nothing 
in church order to set right. Philippi is a normal New 
Testament assembly — ‘saints in Christ Jesus, with the 
bishops (elders) and deacons.’ The circumstances of 
the apostle are in striking contrast with his Christian 
experience, As to the former, he was Nero’s prisoner. 
As to the latter, there was the shout of victory, the 
pean of joy. Christian experience, he would teach us, 
is not something which is going on around the believer, 
but something which is going on within him, The 
key-verse is, ‘For me to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain’ (1:21). Right Christian experience, then, is the 
outworking, whatever one’s circumstances may be, of 
the life, nature, and mind of Christ living in us (1: 
6, Ir; 2:5, 13)."—C. I. Scofield. 

How Paul Repaid the Philippians—Bishop Moule 
quotes the following appraisal of Philippians 
from Professor J. Agar Beet: “With this reply 
{the epistle],a gift infinitely more precious than 
that he brought from Philippi, Epaphroditus starts on 
his homeward journey. The joy caused by his return, 
and the effect of this wonderful letter when first read 
in the church at Philippi, are hidden from us. And 
we may almost say that with this letter the church 
itself passes fromour view. To-day, in silent meadows, 
quiet cattle browse among the ruins which mark the 
site of what was once the flourishing Roman colony 
of Philippi, the home of the most attractive church of 
the apostolic age. But the name and fame and spir- 
itual influence of that church will never pass. To 
myriads of men and women in evety age and nation, 
the letter written in a dungeon at Rome and carried 
along the Egnatian Way by an obscure Christian mes- 
senger, has been a light divine and a cheerful guide 
along the most rugged paths in life.” 


The Practical Aim 


Three Searching Parties—Moffatt translates 3:9: 
“I count it all the veriest refuse in order to gain 
Christ and be found at death in him.” He is taking 
great liberties with the text in inserting the words 
“at death.” They are not found in either the Author- 
ized Version or the Revised Version, nor in Alford’s 
rendering, although in his note the latter says, “Be 
found now, and especially at the Coming.” Paul does 
push on to resurrection and rapture thought in this 
chapter, but not yet. There are three searching par- 
ties out after the Christian. The Devil is going about 
as a roaring lion, séeking whom he may devour, and 
accusing before God those whom he cannot, but who 
are falling short (Rev. 12:10). “All men” have the 
searchlight turned on the Christian; he is a living 
epistle known and read of all of them (2 Cor. 3:2). 
It is well if knowledge can be taken of him that he 
has been with Jesus. Finally, “the eyes of the Lord 
run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to shew 
himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is 
perfect toward him” (2 Chron. 16:9). Paul tells the 
Christian where he ought to live— where he should 
always be found now. 

















Lesson for September § 
Philippians 1 to 4 


Final Word 

A book full of both charm and scholarship, arm in 
arm, is “Paul’s Joy in Christ. Studies in Philip- 
pians,” by A. T. Robertson, D.D., LL.D. (F. H. Re- 
vell Co., New York, $1.50). 

NARBERTH, Pa. . 
we 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff, — Dr. Banks, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HERE was Paul when he wrote the Epistle to the 
Philippians? 
2. How long had Paul been a prisoner? 


3. To whom does Paul attribute his imprisonment in 
every mention of it throughout all his letters? 


4. Why did Paul write to the Philippians at this time? 

s. How did Paul outgive the Philippians? 

6. What is the theme of Philippians? 

7. What is the key verse? 

8. What word rings like a key-note through a song, in 
this prison, letter? 

9. How many persons other than Paul are mentioned by 
name in the letter to the Philippians? 


10. What passage in Philippians contains what is per- 
haps the strongest statement in Scripture of the incarna- 
tion of Christ (with ciear inference of his virgin birth), 
establishing at once his full deity and his true humanity? 


11. What passage in Philippians affirms the resurrection 
of our bodies and states clearly the form or “fashion” of 
the resurrected body? 


12, What arresting statement of Christ’s work for sinners 
is found in this letter? 


13. What striking characteristic of Christian experience 
is emphasized in the epistle? 


14. To what extent is true happiness dependent upon cir- 
cumstances? 


1s. What experience of Paul makes the note of thanks- 
giving and rejoicing in this letter so significant? 


16. What is the secret of the peace of God as revealed in 
this letter? 


17. What is the essence of the mind of Christ as set forth 
in this message? 


18. What does this lesson teach about riches? 


19. What evidence of Paul’s evangelizing work while a 
prisoner in Rome does this letter contain? 


20. What is “the power of his resurrection”? (Phil. 3 : 10.) 


21. Show by a passage from the inspired pen of Paul, how 
the “power of his resurrection” operates in the yielded life. 


22. : several familiar passages from Philippians. (Per- 
sonal. 


ease 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


; bd 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 


‘By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF ANALYSIS.—Train pupils to 
think the lesson into its elements. 











Te division of a Bible book into chapters is in 
4 itself an analysis of the book. And while some- 
times the chapter division is an unfortunate one, it 
is by no means always so. The Scofield Reference 
Bible suggests that the chapter divisions of the letter 
to the Philippians may be thus designated: 


1. Christ, the believer’s life, rejoicing in suffering. 

2. Christ, the believer’s pattern, rejoicing in lowly 
service. 

3. Christ, the believer’s object, rejoicing despite im- 
perfections. 


4. Christ, the believer’s strength, rejoicing over 
anxiety. 


It is to be noted that rejoicing in Christ is the un- 
dercurrent of the entire letter, and it will be interest- 
ing to have the class select the verses which indicate 
rejoicing. Complete and logical analysis reveals the 
organization of the whole which jis being analyzed, and 
this is suggested in the Scofield outline; but there is 
value also in a less complete analysis such as that 
which will select out from the different chapters well- 
known and oft-quoted verses. This letter is peculiarly 
rich in such nuggets of Scripture gold. 

Out of each chapter also may be selected larger 
portions which are noteworthy in themselves, beside 
having their own relation to the entire letter. In 
chapter 1 there is one of the most beautiful of the 
prayers of the Apostle Paul; in chapter 2 is that won- 
derful record of the humiliation of our Lord offset 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
Third Quarter 
1. July 5.—The Beginning of Foreign Missions 
Acts 12: 2§ to 13:12 


2. July 12.—The Gospel in Antioch of Pisidia. Acts 13 : 13-52 
3. July 19—The Gospel in Lystra ........ee006 Acts 14: 1-28 
4. July 26—The Council at Jerusalem ........ Acts 15% 1-35 
s. August 2—The Epistle of James ...The Book of James 
6. August 9.—Beginning the Second Missionary Totr 
Acts 15 : 36 to 16:5 
7. August 16.—Temperance Lesson ..... Galatians 5 : 13-24 
8 August 23—The Macedonian Call .......... Acts 16: 6-15 


. August 30.—Paul and the Philippian Jailer.Acts 16 : 16-40 
. September 6.—Paul Writes to the Philippians 
Philippians 1 to 4 
1. September 13.—Paul in Thessalonica and Berea 
Acts 17 : 1#14 
12, September 20.—Paul Writes to. the Thessalonians 
1 Thessalonians x to § 


_ 
eo 


13. September 27.—Review 








by the record of his great exaltation; in chapter 3 is 
the setting forth of Christ as the Christian’s goal; in 
chapter 4 is the wonderful secret of the peace of God 
revealed as the resultant of the indwelling of the 
God of peace controlling the thought life as well as 
the affections. The Committee have selected the last 
two for special study. But the class will miss much 
if they fail to read afresh this most stimulating Chris- 
tian message and mine from it the rich treasures it 
contains, 
HuntTINGDON, Pa, 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


How to Get Business.— Rejoice in the Lord... 
again I will say, Rejoice (4:4). Paul with his chronic 
“thorn” and his regular lickings was the greatest little 
old rejoicer you ever saw. As I am swinging through 
Georgia as I write in this connection, I naturally 
think of Frank Stanton’s song in the Atlanta Consti- 
tution, which I am sure Paul would have sung had he 
known it. It has been printed in this column several 
times before. I write it on the card that goes with 
every bunch of roses I send to the sick, with Deuter- 
onomy 31:6 for an encore, 

The world that we’re a livin’ in 
Is pretty hard to beat 

Ya get a thorn with every rose, 
But ain’t the roses sweet? 


Maybe you would like Riley better, who makes “The 
Discouraged Farmer” sing, 


The world is full of roses 
And the roses full of dew, 

And the dew is full of heavenly love 
That drips for me and you. 


Now that is rejoicing and again rejoicing. You slip 
through this old world easily when you can sing songs 
like these. Of all the pests you can have around the 
premises, not excepting those little red ants, the very 
worst is the hard luck artist —if a man, and the “oh, 
dear me!” —if a woman. If I ran a store I would 
gather such a corps of “rejoicers” as to give my store 
the rose atmosphere—and how we would “distribute 
merchandise,” as storekeepers now call selling goods. 
Some saleswomen I have struck have radiated happi- 
ness as other girls radiate perfumery. Yes, that is 
exactly what would happen in my ideal store — it 
would soon become a stag affair,—as all those store 
Radiators would become home Radiators. The boys 
quickly gobble up the Rejoicers and the joy bringers. 
Now give us those verses again. Fine! (Read Deut. 
33: 20; John 15-17.) 

Old Mom Worry.—In nothing be anxious; but in 
everything by prayer ... with thanksgiving . .. and 
the peace of God... shall guard your hearts (vs. 6, 7). 
This is one of the great promises of the Book. I 
think I like the old version better even though the 
word “careful” has lost its old meaning. Spell it 
f-u-double-1, full, and it is quite as good as “anxious” ; 
especially if it is coupled up with that other promise: 
“Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for 
you” (1 Pet. 5:7). When I give this verse to a 
worried one the answer comes back, “Don’t I wish 
I could!” The only folks I have found who can work 
this text to perfection are-the colored folks. As Polk 
Miller used to say, in his inimitable lecture on that 
people, “You will notice I have not referred in my 
lecture to the religion of the negro and its unique 
manifestation. Do you know, I would give all the 
world if I could only have the simple childlike faith 
of my old colored mammy.” Yet, we are apt to con- 
sider this quality of care-freeness and anti-worry as a 
defect. Wonder if it is? When Dan Crawford came 
out to civilization after twenty odd years in the jungle, 
as I have told you before, he brought with him an old 
African friend. After showing the African the rail- 
road, the telephone, the phonograph, the moving pic- 
ture, and all the other wonders of civilization you may 
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remember the old African said, “Missi, to have more ig 
not to be better.” And Dan added, “It was thus he punc- 
tured my European tire with a bang.” The fact of 
the matter is—if we cannot make the idea that un- 
derlies this beautiful text of verses 6 and 7 our own to 
some extent, our daily life is apt to be a “spooky,” 
“jumpy” sort of a journey, with old Mr. Nervous 
Breakdown likely to step out of the bushes any mo- 
ment. And it is right here where the man of affairs 
who has no use for religion “breaks his merlasses 
jug,” as Uncle Remus says. Ask the doctor at the 
sanitorium and hospital what percent of the patients 
belonged to Old Mom Worry’s family (Eccles, 5:12; 
Heb. 13:5, 6). 


The Cannon Ball Express.—/ have learned, in 
whatsoever state I am, therein to be content (v. 11). 
Oh, that we all may acquire this Pauline virtue to 
the full! Some of us have some of it. When I have 
to wait for a train or folks I never fret and fume, I 
always have my knitting with me. I am waiting now 
upon a Florida single-track railroad for the other train 
to come along and pass us. This is my “knitting.” 
In fact, all these notes, and other stuff, are brought 
to pass as I sit content upon a long-wait for my des- 
tination, or something else to come. When I miss a 
connection nowadays I just laugh and quote Sciip- 
ture to myself. I just grin and say, “It’s all right — 
it wasn’t to be.” However, I did not acquire this grace 
by Bible study. It was this way: Years ago I was in 
Wheeling, W. Va., trying to introduce my machines. 
I had a lady friend in Pittsburgh with whom I had a 
very important (I was about twenty-three) engage- 
ment. I arrived at the Wheeling Station just in time 
to see my train, “The Cannon Ball Express,” pull out 
of the station. Had I given outward expression to 
what went on inside, I would have sat down and cried. 
I spent a miserable and sorrowful evening in the dingy 
old hotel (run at that time, by the way, by Statler, 
who has since become the most famous of hotel 
keepers). The next morning when I got the news- 
paper I was flabbergasted to behold great scare head- 
lines, “CANNON BALL Express Wreckep. All the 
passengers killed or injured.” The train had gone 
into an open switch and over a coal trestle and every 
passenger in the car I would have occupied was either 
killed or terribly injured. I have been cured ever 
since. This is why I am so JZood-natured about it 
when I miss my train or my boat. I just whisper to 
myself the three words, “Cannon Ball Express” (Psa, 
21:3; 2 Thess. 3:3). 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
‘” 


The Illustration Round -Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leafiet explaining the’ 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. R 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
pa ad desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
nee 

For the lesson of December 20, illustrations 
are desired on the optional Christmas lesson, 
‘ not on Paul. 


When Disaster Struck.—The things which happened 
unto, me have fallen out rather unto the furtherance 
cf the gospel (1:12). A small shopkeeper n the 
north of London found himself in great straits. The 
premises which he rented were in shocking need of re- 
pair, and he had not the wherewithal to do what the 
landlord ought to have done. Things seemed to reach 
rock bottom of hopelessness when the doorstep, over 
which the customers had to pass, crumbled away and 
became an eyesore. Many a man would have been 
more than satisfied if he could have neutralized such 
heavy odds against him. But this man was made of 
sterner stuff. The odds against him must be turned 
to odds in his favor. Accordingly, he had flaming 
placards set in front of his premises: “This is the 
only shop in the neighborhood with a worn doorstep.” 
The public took the hint that if the traffic of cus- 
tomers had been such as to wear out the doorstep, the 
goods in the shop must be worth having. The crumb- 
ling doorstep was a very godsend. It was one of the 
finest advertisements in North London. That man 
made capital out of what seemed hopeless disaster.— 
From Expository Times, by Kennedy Williamson. Sent 
by J. D. Crosland, Stapleford, Nottingham, Eng. 


The Arrow of Murmurings.—Do all things without 
murmurings (2:14). We have read of Caesar having 
prepared a great feast for his nobles and friends. It 
happened that the day appointed was so extremely foul 
that nothing could be done to honor the meeting, 
whereupon he was so displeased and enraged that he 
commanded all who had bows to shoot up their arrows 
at Jupiter, their chief god, as if in defiance of him for 
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that rainy weather. When they did this 
their arrows fell short of heaven and 
struck their own heads, so that many of 
them were sorely wounded. So our mur- 
murings, which are so many arrows shot 
at God, will return upon our own heads ; 
they hurt not him, but will wound us.— 
From the ¥ree Churchman. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


Capturing Comets.—/ follow after, 
if that I may apprehend that for which 
also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus 
(3: 12). All periodical comets, like the re- 
turned Halley’s comet, are believed to have 
been captured by planets and annexed to the 
solar system. Paul said, “I follow after, 
if I may apprehend that for which also I 
am apprehended of Christ Jesus.” Jupiter, 
with thirty captured comets to his credit, 
is like one “who converteth a sinner from 
the error of his way.” He has stopped 
their mad and fatal careers, he has al- 
tered their purpose of a brief and single 
and formal recognition of his sovereign, 
he has triumphed over all their inherent 
tendencies and oyercome the laws of na- 
ture to which they were subject, he has 
persuaded them not again to go back into 
the darkness from which they have come, 
but, having found the light, to walk in the 
light, and henceforth to pursue that new- 
found path, and reflect that new-found 
glory, for which also they were appre- 
hended. And by his undeviating fidelity 
to his own sun-centered orbit, he seems 
to testify that it is good so to do. Hence- 
forth “to me to live is Christ.” — 
From the Rev. F. C. Campbell, Sc.D., in 
“The Homiletic Review.” Sent by W. 
Haslam, Blackburn, Lancashire, Eng. 
Prize illustration, 

The Vicious Circle.—Not that I have 
already obtained (v. 12). Some Chris- 
tians make no progress. They remind 
one of this story, once told in the Sunday 
School Chronicle: “No, sah, ah doan’t 
neber ride on dem things,” said an old 
colored lady, looking in on the merry-go- 
round. “Why, de other day I seen dat 
Rastus Johnson git on an’ ride as much as 
a dollah’s worth, an’ git off at the very 
same place he got on at, an’ I sez to him, 
‘Rastus,’ I sez, ‘yo’ spent yo’ money, but 
whar yo been?’ ”—Sent by W. R. Clark, 
Redruth, Eng. 


Using the Future.—This one thing I 
do (v. 13). “Now is the time to pitch in 
and achieve—now, now, now!” said 
Norman Hapgood in a political address ' 
in New York. “Remember, my friends,” 
he continued, “the present is the future 
from which you hoped so much.”—From 
the New York Times. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Norbury, London, Eng. 


Paul’s “Therefores.”—Let us _ there- 
fore, as many as be perfect, be thus 
minded (v. 15). An uneducated man, 
after his conversion, wished to learn to 
read, so that he might read the Bible for 
himself. He started, and made such good 
progress that he soon began to read the 
New Testament through. A Christian 
friend, meeting him one day, asked how 
far he had got in his reading. He replied 








that he was now reading in Romans. 
“And how do you get on with that?” 
was the question. “Well,” answered the 
man, “there is a great deal I can’t quite; 
understand, but whenever I come to a, 
‘therefore’ I get a blessing.”—From the | 
Christian Herald. Sent by W. .R. Clark, ' 
Redruth, Eng. | 


Thoughts. — Whatsoever .things. are: 
$re, «5 « GONE. «5 S0Oh cs « OuEE; 
... lovely, ... of good report, ... think | 
on these things (4:8). 


The Hammer thoughts 

That pound and shatter peace; 
The Rodent thoughts 

That gnaw and will not cease. 
The Brier thoughts 

That pull and prick and scratch; 
The Rover thoughts os 

That I can never catch. 
The Serpent thoughts . 

That leave their lairs at night; 
The Shadow thoughts 

That dim the new day’s light. 
These are my thoughts ;— 

Oh, take them, Lord, I pray, 
Out of my heart, 

And cast them far away. 
And in their stead 

Give me those thoughts of Thine, 
So crystal-clear, 
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So holy, high, and fine 
That I shall grow, 

By their pure grace enticed, 
Worthy to think 

The lovely thoughts of Christ. 


—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Mrs. H. M. Werntz, Murrysville, Pa. 


From My Greek Testament 
By Ernést Gordon 


figs be found in him, not having mine 
oun righteousness, which is of the 
law (3:9). It is not a righteousness that 
can be gotten, ek tou nomou, out from the 
law but one that is through, dia, faith of 
Christ, by the mediation of Christ. The 
law is a dry well out of which one can 
draw no water, but the water which he 
gives springs up because of the distant 
“head.” 

The righteousness which is of God by 
faith (v. 9). Rather, “upon faith,” epi, 
as upon a foundation. 

And the fellowship of his suffering (v. 
10). The word koinonia, fellowship, is 
a translation of the Hebrew habura. 
This Hebrew word had the especial appli- 
cation to the companies of the old cov- 
enant united for partaking of the pas- 
chal lamb. It was carried over into the 
new dispensation and applied by the dis- 
ciples to themselves as the partakers of 
Christ, “our Passover” (Anderson Scott). 
The early Christians constituted a koin- 
onia, a fellowship united by their partici- 
pation in the sacrifice of the suffering 
Lamb, and in their personal sufferings in 
his behalf and for his cause. 

Being made conformable unto his death 
(v. 10). The word for “made conform- 
able,” summorphowmenos, is used in verse 
ait “that it may be fashioned [summor- 
phon], like unto his glorious body.” If we 
be dead with Christ we believe that we 
shall also live with him. 

If by any means I might attain unto 
the resurrection of the dead (v. 11). 
The word katantao, to attain, to reach, 
is a very common word in the Acts. It is 
a traveler’s word which Paul uses or 
which is used of Paul constantly. Now 
he has “reached” Derbe and Lystra, now 
Ephesus, now the Achaian coast, now 
Jerusalem, now Rhegium close to Rome, 
his final earthly goal. But thése are all 
stations on the road to the resurrection 
and the Heavenly City. Notice that it is 





the “out”-resurrection, ex-anastasis, “out 
from the dead”; a double affirmation. 
Blessed and holy are they that have part 
in the first resurrection. 


Press toward the mark (v. 14). 
Skopon, the mark, is the thing seen, seen 
in the far distance, the thing on which 
one fastens one’s eye as the goal to be 
attained. 


The prize of the high calling of God 
(v. 14). The high calling is really “the 
call upward,” ano, God’s summons heav- 
enward. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
we 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we would dismiss from our thoughts to-day 
whatever could prevent us from fellowship 
with thee. Some of us have been spending 
our minds too much upon the lesser values 
in life, and perhaps even upon wholly un- 
worthy goals. Lord Jesus, let thy preserce 
and thy purposes for thy servants control 
our thinking, clearing the mind of the im- 
pure and unholy, and making us free to 
serve thee with every gift thou hast be- 
stowed upon us. In thy dear name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—It is said that John 
Hay, Lincoln’s private secretary, and 
famous as Secretary of State in McKin- 
ley’s Cabinet, once remarked, concerning 
a certain foreign diplomat: “I never like 
to talk to that man. I cannot give attention 





WHATSOEVER THINGS 
HONEST 
TRUE 
JUST 
ARE 9 DURE 
LOVELY 
OF GOOD REPORT 


THINK ON THESE! 











to what he says because I must always 
be thinking about what it is he isn’t say- 
ing.” That’s the trouble with any one 
whose thinking is different from his talk, 
whose thought-life is hidden away, and is 
not like the life he wants the world to 
see. You cannot count on him. What is 
your own thought-life? Would it bear 
the light? Here is the kind of thinking 
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The Proper Way to Spell Christian 
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that Paul urges upon the Philippians. Is 
it your kind? Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Christ liveth in me.’ 
Jesus is all the world to me.” 
“My grace is sufficient.” 
“Draw me nearec.” 

“Safe in the arms of Jesus.” 
“My anchor holds.” 

“On Christ, the solid Rock.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,”’ published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“My Soul in Silence’ (130 : 1-3). 
Psalm 62:1-8, 11, 12. 
“From God the Victory” (33 : 1-3). 

: Psalm 18 : 1-3, 20-32, 34-39 
*In Brotherhood” (269: 1-3). Psalm 133 : 1-3. 
“In His Service” (309: 1-3). Psalm 149: §-9. 
“The Story of Thy Love” (294% 1-3). 

Psalm 145 : 1-21. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Paul as seen through this love- 
letter. : 


2.The heart of Paul’s message in 
Philippians, 





A* OLD letter again for your girls 
—a love-letter at that! What girl 
does not delight to find such a one in 
some old trunk or desk-drawer, revealing 
the very heart of its writer as such let- 
ters always do? If you can command 
the time, plan just to read this one 
through in class. We are so prone to talk 
about the Bible, so little given to actually 
reading its very text with our girls. 
Most of our Bible-taught young people 
feel Paul’s letters beyond them, for in- 
dividual reading, and so wait years for 
the riches they contain. Let’s help our 
girls to find them sooner, by showi 

them this is a real letter—not a forma 
“epistle’ of doctrinal teaching only, as 
they think—and that through it the 
may see Paul the man as if a photograp 
of his personality were held up before 
them. What do they find in this picture? 

Remind them that this letter was writ- 
ten long years after Paul’s first visit to 
their town, though there had been sev- 
eral brief intervening visits since that 
initial one. Picture the prison-dwelling 
where he wrote, in Rome, constantly un- 
der guard. Note his actual cheerfulness 
under these circumstances. There is not 
a note of discouragement in the letter. 
Note the -personal references showing 
warm individual friendships in the Phil- 
ippian church. Note especially his cor- 
dial remembrance of “these women for 
they labored with me in the Gospel.” Of 
whom do they think Paul was thinking 
when he wrote those words? Note their 
overflowing love for Paul and his sincere 
gratitude for their gift. Note that he 
had won, through this imprisonment, 
many members of “Caesar’s household,” 
who felt such true love for their fellow- 
Christians in distant Philippi that they 
must send greetings through their mutual 
friend, Paul. Note the little sketch of 
his early life, and his complete abandon 
to his chosen life in Christ Jesus. No 
calculating, half-hearted man wrote this 
letter to the Philippians! Note the rev- 
elation of the deepest things in his heart 
—his dearest hopes and plans —to these 
friends; and his repeated expressions of 
warmest love for them and joy in their 
love for him. Does not this make a true 
love-letter, whether to one person or to a 
group? 

2. The heart of this letter, for young 
girls, may be summed up in these words, 
“Have this mind in you, which was also 
in Christ Jesus” coupled with Paul’s rev- 
elation of that mind in those marvelous 
verses, 2:5-11, concluding with 4: 4-9. 
Your girls will indeed choose the best 
things, if they make those words their 
guide. This guarding of their thoughts 
is the ‘secret of that outward purity of 




















Lesson for September 6 


- Philippians 1 to 4 


life and overflow of service which marks 
the follower of Christ. 


Home Beady 


Count the times “jay” and “rejoice” 
are found in Philippians, 


Decatur, GA. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


ra best preparation for teaching this 
lesson, is to read prayerfully and 
thoughtfully through this lovely little 
epistle, and try to get something of its 
precious meaning. 

Tell the class that the lesson for this 
week is taken from a letter written by 
Paul to the people at Philippi at least 
ten years after the events of last week’s 
lesson. Paul was a prisoner at Rome 
when he wrote the letter. His friends 
at Philippi had sent him a real love-gift 
by Epaphroditus. Remind the children 
that one reason why this gift was sent 
by hand was that there were no banks 
and post offices then, so that they could 
not mail Paul a check, or send him a 
package by parcel post. But then it was 
a double pleasure to the imprisoned mis- 
sionary to have a visit from his old 
friend and “fellow-soldier.” But, while 
Epaphroditus was ministering to Paul’s 
wants, he became dangerously ill, and the 
people at home in Philippi heard about 
it, and were very much troubled. But 
God thought of Paul and his friends, and 
restored Epaphroditus to health. Paul 
would have enjoyed keeping Epaphroditus 
longer, but he wanted to cheer his friends 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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at Philippi, so he unselfishly sent him 
back, and wrote them this lovely “thank 
you” letter, and sent it by him. 

Even in prison, Paul had not forgotten 
God’s love for all of his children, so he 
wrote the people at Philippi a very sweet 
lesson on prayer. Read to the class Phil- 
ippians 4:6, 7, and talk with them, and 
let them talk with you a little while about 
prayer. Be sure to call their attention 
to the expressions of sweet, unbounded 
trust in the Heavenly Father, as well as 
thanksgiving for his loving care and 
boundless provision, and the peace that 
only he can give. 

Have the children memorize the eighth 
verse of chapter four, telling them the 
importance of their thought life. It may 
help them to remember if you draw a lit- 
tle box on the blackboard, and call it 
a “Thought Chest.” If you do not have 
a blackboard, just use an imaginary 
“Thought Chest.” Remind the children 
that they are always thinking when they 
are awake, and so the little chest is al- 
ways full, and that they should be care- 
ful about the things they put into this 
“Thought Chest.” Paul’s list is a good 
one—true things, honest things, just 
things, lovely things, and things of good 
report. As you write, show how these 
“things” affect the life of a little child. 

Close the lesson by singing “Sweeter 
as the Years Go By.” 


Cuiinton, S. C, 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson. is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Greyfriars’ Bobbie. 
Discussion: Name some things Paul 

threw into the discard, that he “might 

win Christ.” Why was it necessary for 
him to throw them into the discard? 

What has a fellow to-day that he might 

“count loss for Christ?” What are our 

ambitions? 

Objective: Entire surrender to Him. 











AY, fellows, one of the most inter- 
esting things to be seen in Edinburgh 
is a bronze drinking font near the en- 


‘trance to Greyfriars’ Churchyard. Its 


crowning figure is the image of a little 
spaniel, Not so very imposing is the 
monument, nor much talked about, though 
thousands pause there daily to refresh 
themselves with the cool, crystal draught 


1 that continually flows from its spout. 


It is the story back of it, furnished by 
an old Scotchman who had joined me 
there for a drink, which made the me- 
morial so impressive to me. An aged 
peasant lived alone, just outside the city 
of Edinburgh — not quite alone either, 
for a little spaniel which he called “Bob- 
bie” was his constant companion, and one 
was never seen without the other. One 
day when the old man came to the city 
for supplies he dropped dead in the 
street, and having no friends nor rela- 
tives, the body was. turned over to an 
undertaker for a pauper’s burial. No- 
body seemed to appreciate the eager in- 
terest of the little dog which kept close 
to those who handled the body. It was 
turned out, but lay near the undertaker’s 
door all night; next morning Bobbie was 
one of the small funeral party that laid 
the body of his master to rest in a cor- 
ner of Greyfriars’ Churchyard. The men 
who filled the grave and came away did 
not notice that a little dog remained. 
Next morning, the sexton going his 
rounds, discovered Bobbie lying close up 
on the fresh earth mound. The dog wag- 
ged its tail and looked appealingly at 
the sexton, but would not be coaxed away, 
though plainly suffering from hunger and 
thirst. The sexton, a kind-hearted fel- 
low, went to his lodge nearby and brought 
water and some scraps of food which 
Bobbie gulped down greedily. After sev- 
eral days the sexton was able to induce 
Bobbie to come to the back door of the 
lodge for refreshment, but always the 
dog would eat and drink hastily and re- 
turn quickly to the grave. Some months 
passed and a new sexton was installed 
who knew not Bobbie. Winter came also, 
and the snow. One morning the new sex- 
ton, trudging through a thick blanket of 
white that covered all outdoors saw a 


peculiar lump on one of the graves. Dig- 
ging with his hand he felt the shaggy 
coat of a little form stiffened in death, It 
was Bobbie—starved and frozen, but 
still true to his watchcare. 

Then all Edinburgh heard about it and 
the city was deeply stirred. A move- 
ment was begun to erect a fitting memo- 
rial to the undying devotion of a little 
dog. Many a shilling and penny came 
pouring in to swell the fund, and the 
bronze drinking font was placed at Grey- 
friars’ gate. 

I asked the sexton where the dog was 
buried. He showed me a spot only a few 
yards from the stoneserected in memory 
of the Covenanters who signed their 
names in their blood. Bobbie’s grave was 
covered with small plants, each bearing 
a tiny scarlet flower. I never saw any 
like it before. With permission I plucked 
one and dropped it between the leaves of 
my pocket Testament. Some hours after- 
ward I turned the pages to see just where 
the flower had fallen. I had a fancy that 
it might have pointed out a passage that 
would bring me a special message that 
day —and I was not disappointed: the 
verse stairied red by the tiny flower was 
this: “But none of these things move 
me, neither count I my life dear unto 
myself, so that I might finish my course 
with joy, and the ministry, which I have 
received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the 
tr of the grace of God’. (Acts 20: 
24). 

Fellows, a dog can’t possibly appre- 
ciate the loftiness of that utterance of 
the apostle Paul, but Greyfriars’ Bobbie 
went the utmcst limit of a little dog’s 
heart and a little dog’s endurance, .both 
of which were great. I am wondering 
if Bobbie didn’t go farther for his mas- 
ter than some of us, with all our mag- 
nificent human equipment and spirit and 
intelligence would be willing to go for the 
sake of our great Master! Let’s ask 
ourselves the questions, Do I love him 
that much? Have I got the sand to stand 
by him at any cost? Can I say, like Paul 
is saying to the Philippians in this third 
chapter, “But what things were gain 
to me, these I counted loss for Christ” ? 

Or could we even duplicate the fidelity 
of Greyfriars’ Bobbie? Is our Master 
worthy the devotion that a little dog paid 
to a human master? Let’s think about it, 
fellows, and decide. Then when we have 
determined, as surely we will, that all we 
are and have fall far short of what he 
is entitled to receive from_us, let’s lay it 
down at his feet and ask him to make it 
worthy. 

Is that a hard thing to do? Listen to 
Paul again in the Golden Text: “I can do 
all things in him that strengtheneth me”! 

GreEnsporo, N. C, 
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Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of August 30) 


1, The soothsaying girl cried after Paul and 
his companions “many days” before Paul re- 
leased her from the evil spirit. 

2. “These men are the servants of the most 
high God” is testimony directly in line with 
“I know thee who thou art, the Holy One of 
God,” uttered by another evil spirit to Jesus 
of Nazareth (Mark 1:24). Such was the un- 
failing testimony of all the evil spirits con- 
cerning Christ, and coneerning his followers. 

3. James, the Lord’s own brother, says, 
“Thou believest that there is one God; thou 
doest well: the devils also believe, and trem- 
ble” (Jas. 2:19). 

4. See Acts 8 and 13. 

5. Fortune-telling and spiritism. 

6. Lydia, Priscilla at Corinth, probably Lois 
and Eunice (Timothy’s grandmother and 
mother), with numbers mentioned in his let- 
ters who were supposedly converts of his 
ministry. 

7. Paul and Silas were put in prison because, 
when they delivered the slave-girl from the 
evil spirit, her wicked owners were angry, as 
the hope of their gains was gone. 

8. They prayed and sang praises at midnight. 

9: The prisoners heard them, and God heard 
them. 

10. God sent an earthquake which shook the 
foundations of the prison, opened the doors, 
and loosed every one’s hands. 

11. The jailer and all his house. 

12, After Peter’s sermon at Pentecost. 

13. Personal answer. 


14. Paul must have had a good singing 
voice, or his hymns at midnight would not 
have claimed the interested attention they 
got from the other prisoners —at least the 
music he and Silas together made must have 
been sufficiently musical to convey their joy 
to those astonished fellow-prisoners, 


15. Many other persecutions Paul had al- 
ready suffered fo) che Gospel, but this is the 
first of many imprisonments for his beloved 
Master. 

16. Paul refused to leave the Philippian jail 
privily, since they had been beaten publicly, 
uncondemned, demanding an honorable re- 
lease at the hands of the magistrates on ac- 
count of this citizenship. Is it not clear that 
Silas also was a Roman citizen? 

17. In the letter to the Philippians, which 
should be read in the light of this experience, 

18. It is good for either a devout Jewish 
proselyte or a wicked heathen Roman. 

19. In the conversion of Lydia, and in free- 
ing the demon-possessed girl. 

20. His cruelty, his efforts to forestall God’s 
workings at the beginnings, his persistence, 
and the like. 

21. That he triumphs over both demons and 
men. 

22. That it is apart from works through 
simple faith in Christ. 

23. That salvation brings the only true hap- 
piness. Paul and Silas could sing with bleed- 
ing backs, and the jailer found a new joy. 














The Whole Bible Lesson Course 


Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 


Lesson 23. September 6. Sin: Its Character and Universality. James 
1: 13-15; Romans 3 : 10-18 
Golden Text.— For all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God.—Rom. 3: 23 
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Lesson Calendar 


Great Doctrines of the Bible 


24. Sept. 13.—Sin: God’s Remedy for It 
Romans 3 : 19-3 
Golden Text: Ephesians 2:4 
25. Sept. 20.—Difference Between Law 
GEE. GOODE. c55cscccisccsees 2 Corinthians 3 
Golden Text: Hebrews 7: 19 
26. Sept. 27.—Review ......... ses. Galatians 3 
Golden Text: Romans 4: 16 
27. Oct. 4.—Salvation from the Penalty 
and Guilt of Sin .......... Romans 4: 1-25 
Golden Text: Ephesians 2: 8, 9 
28. Oct. 11.—Salvation from the Power of 
Sin ..ccccsccccccsccccccoccocs Romans 6: 1-23 
Golden Text: Galatians 1:4 
29. Oct. 13—The Church: Her Member- 
SIG sieatsibacceeestersdecereaes Ephesians 2 
Golden Text: Ephesians 4: 16 
30. Oct. 25.—The Church: Her Mission 
Acts 1: 1-113 15 : 13-18 
Golden Text: John 17 : 18 
31. Nov. 1.—Love ......sceeees 1 Corinthians 13 
Golden Text: Romans 13: 10 
32. Nov. 8.—Prayer, John 15:7; 16: 24- 
27; 1 John 3: 21, 22; § : 14, 15 
Golden Text: Ephesians. 6:18 








How to Master This Lesson 


By Lewis Sperry Chafer 


President of the Evangelical Theological 
College of Dallas, Texas 


EING one of the greatest and most 

determinative facts in the world, sin, 
like the other important facts in this 
class, is not only a major theme of the 
Word of God, but it is the subject of 
almost endless human speculation. Sin 
is a fact to be accounted for. The fail- 
ure of human speculation as compared 
to the finality of divine revelation on 
this theme should be familiar to all. Since 
the fact and effect of sin reach back into 
the unknown past and on into eternity 
as qualifying factors of all human ex- 
perience, we should not be surprised to 
discover that, even with the aid of di- 
vine revelation, we confront some mys- 
teries which are.insoluble to the finite mind. 


I. HUMAN SPECULATION 


1. It was the belief of the ancients 
and continues with many until now that 
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sin is merely sensuousness. The body 
was thought to be the occasion of all 
temptation and the executor of all evil 
desire. This was a feature of Plato’s 
philosophy, and the suggested cure of. 
sin was to weaken its instrument; hence 
it was taught that the body should be 
despised and neglected. But the worst 
of human sins —avarice, envy, pride, 
malice, cruelty, self-righteousness, unbe- 
lief and hatred of God—are wholly sins 
of the soul and are not related to the 
body. 

2. It is claimed by so-called medern- 
ists that sin is merely finiteness, or that 
which is incident to imperfect develop- 
ment. As men creep before they walk, 
so they sin before they learn righteous- 
ness. The fall, therefore, was upward. If 
this theory were true, the cultured and 
civilized would be more righteous than 
the ignorant; a world war could not be 
begun by the most educated nation on 
earth; and Satan, who is “full of wis- 
dom” (Ezek. 28:12), must be as holy as 
he is wise. By this theory, the blame 
for sin is subtly transferred from man 
to God. 


3. That sin is merely selfishness is the 
claim of others. It is true that selfish- 
ness is sin; but it is far from sufficient 
to say that sin is merely selfishness. Those 
who seek to establish this theory — and 
it is often presented by earnest advocates 
of God’s truth — say that since the chief 
commandment is to love God, so the chief 
sin, and root sin, must be to love self. 
But, again, there may be no selfishness 
in unbelief, malice, or hatred of God. 


II. Tue BisticAt Doctrine or-SiINn 


While various sins are defined in the 
Word of God, we conclude from the 
teaching of the Scriptures that sin is any 
want of conformity to the character of 
God, whether it be in act, disposition, or 
state. 

Sin is sinful because it is different from 
what God is; and God is holy because 
holiness is infinitely desirable. Holiness 
is an eternal fact. Should God desire 
to be sinful he would not thereby make 
sin to become holiness nor holiness to 
become sin. However, though holiness 
is an unchanging virtue, we are not deal- 
ing with an abstract virtue, but rather 
with the living God who has caused these 
things to be. Sin is always against God 
(Psa. 51:4; Luke 15:18). To sin is to 
be unlike God, therefore it is to dis- 
please God. 

Sin cannot rightfully be limited to 
those things merely which are contrary 
to the revealed law of God; at best we 
can know but little of all that God is. 
Sin, therefore, goes beyond all laws and 
includes all that is conscious or uncon- 
scious, revealed or unrevealed, which is 
tag conformity with the character of 

od, 

According to the above definition, sin 
is also to be contemplated in three aspects; 


1. An Act.—This aspect of sin, which 
is ‘universal, must include, as well, the 
failure to act where action is required 
and is committed either by the mind or 
body (Rom. 3:9-19, 23; Psa. 14:2, 3; 
Isa. 53:6; 1 John 1:10). 

2. A Disposition—In this aspect, sin is 
contempiated as that habit which may be 
termed lawlessness. We read: “Having 
eyes full of adultery, and that cannot 
cease from sin; beguiling unstable souls: 
an heart they have exercised with covet- 
ous practices” (2 Pet. 2:14). And, 
again, “Every one that practiseth sin, also 
practiseth lawlessness, and sin is lawless- 
ness” (1 John 3: 4, literal). As men are 
untrue and -profane by habit, so ali sin 
becomes habitual and the habit of sin- 
ning becomes a disposition to sin. 

3. A State——The state of sin is either 
(1) that limited condition of being into 
which all children of Adam are born, or 
(2) that lowest of all positions into 
which all humanity has been placed for 
the purposes of divine grace. 

(1) That all are in a state of sin by 
inheritance is the clear teaching of the 
Scriptures (Rom. 5:12). At the sugges- 
tion of Satan, Adam sinned, and by sin- 
ning fell. He could then transmit only 
a fallen nature to his posterity. This he 
did and men are born into a falien race 
and are predisposed to sin. They are 
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not personally responsible for the limita- 
tion into which they are born; but they 
are called upon to recognize their need 
and to welcome the divinely provided 
cure. It is as necessary to ‘be rescued 
from a fallen race as it is to be forgiven 
for personal wrong-doing, and salvation 
through Christ provides for both. 


(2) A state of sin by divine decree is 
the result of the present reckoning of | 
God. In order that men may be true ob- | 
jects of his grace, God now refuses to! 
credit to man-any human righteousness; | 
he is rather offering his own righteous- | 
ness to be imputed to them through in- | 
finite riches of grace in Christ Jesus. 
Every vestige of hope is thus withdrawn 
from man other than salvation through 
Christ (John 3:18, 36; Rom. 3:9, 18; 
Try. 38) Gal, 3° 22), 

It may be concluded that all men have 
committed acts which are sinful, that they 
have acquired to some degree the habit 
of sinning, and that they are not only | 
in a fallen state of sin, but have also | 
been reckoned to be “under sin.” 

III. GENERAL DISTINCTIONS 

Of the various forms of sin it may be! 

observed that: 


1. As to its object, sin may be against 
man, or against self, but it is always 
against God. 

2. As to the revealed will of God, sin 
may be that of omission or commission. 

3. As to its range, sin may be inward 
—of the thoughts and desires—or it 
my be outward—of words and deeds. 

4. As to its relationships, sin may be 
from ‘self alone, or a partaking of other 
men’s deeds (1 Tim. 5:22; 2 John 1; 11; 
ree. S05 °%e). 

5. As to its intention, sin may be volun- 
tary or involulntary, including the sins of 
ignorance (Acts 3:17; 17:30; 1 Tim. 1: 
13; Eph. 4:18; 1 Pet. 1:14; Lev. 4: 22, 
23, 27, 28; Num. 15: 23-29). 

Datias, TEx. 
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Reading Suggestions 
for Next Week’s Lesson 


Salvation. By Lewis Sperry Chafer. A 
searching Bible study, unfolding the great 
doctrines of the Cross, Salvation, and the 
eternal security of the believer. A hand- 
book for every earnest Christian. $1. 

What Is the Gospel? By Charles Gallaudet 
Trumbull, Editor of The Sunday School 
Times. It gives God’s Word on Why Men 
Are Lost, How Men Are Saved, What Is Sal- 
vation, The Blessed Hope, The Victorious 
Life. Cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents. These 
books may be had from The Sunday School 
Times Company, Philadelphia. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Kate Tarlton 


-good ?” 








EACHER: Study Dr. Chafer’s lesson. 
Read carefully all references before 
you read primary lesson. 


home for Adam and Eve. But we only | 


ust a little word with three letters. Sin | 
has caused all the sorrow and pain this 
earth has ever known. 

One day a little child, whose father 
was in prison for life for murder, asked 
this question, “Mother, what made my 
papa do wrong?” The mother, who was 
a Christian, answered him in this way, 
“Son, Satan led your papa into sin, and 
he has to pay the penalty.” 

Down through the years every child 
has been born a sinner. Abraham, Jo- 
seph, Moses, David, Solomon, all the 
kings and God’s prophets were sinners. 
God taught them how to be saved, and by 
faith they looked forward to the coming 
of Jesus as Saviour. 

After Jesus came and died to save man 
from sin his followers went out to tell 
men how to be saved. 

The apostle Paul tells us in Romans 2 
that the whole world is guilty before 
God. The guilty have to suffer. “There 
is none righteous, no, not one.” “For all 
have sinned and come short of the glory 
of God.” 





A few weeks ago we read in our Bibles | 
of the beautiful garden God made for a! 


read two chapters when Satan crept in, | 
Bas about God, and sin entered. S-I-N, | 





Some one may say, “Oh, but you do not 


think that beautiful girl is a sinner, do 
you?” 

Yes; God says, “All have sinned.” 

Another says, “But my father is the 
best man that ever lived. He is not a 
sinner.” 

God says “all” are under sin. 

A wee girl says, “My pretty mamma 
is not a sinner.” 

God says they are “all” gone out of 
the way. 

“But what about my pastor? He} 
preaches about Jesus and heaven.” 

God says “all” have sinned. 

“What about the rich man who gives 
so much to the poor and does so much | 


God says “all” the world is guilty be- 
fore God. 

Men lie and steal and do evil. They! 
do not respect God or his Word. 

There are two things we want to re-| 
member if we forget all else: First, “all” 
people are sinners. Second, Christ is the 
only Saviour. 

There are two classes of people on this 
earth: saved sinners and unsaved sinners. 
Jesus bore our sins for us, and when we 
believe on him he carries our sins for us. 

The worst sin we ever commit in God’s 
sight is to refuse to believe on his only 
Son, Jesus, who died for our sins. It 
looks as if the whole world loves sin, and 
yet we know that those who love a 
hate sin. God hates sin, but he loved 
the sinner so much that he gave Jesus to 
dic for his sins. He paid the penalty for 
every guilty sinner, 

Sin is just the same in God’s sight, 
whether we are rich or poor, high or low. 

Jesus is a loving Saviour, and gives 
salvation to all who call upon him, rich 
or poor, high: or low, old or young. 
“And whosoever shall call upon the name 
of the Lord shall be saved.” 

Memory Verse 

Romans 3: 23. 


Fort Worth, TEx. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





September 13. The Harvest of Our Lives: 
What Shall It Be? Gal. 6:7-10; Prov. 
11 : 17-20; 2 Cor. §: Io. 

September 20. Getting Strength from God. 
2 Cor. 12: 6-10; Phil. 4: 11-13. 

September 27. Christian Friendliness to 
South America. Matt. 4 : 16, 17. 

October 4. How Can Our Society Benefit Our 
Community? Matt. 5: 13-20. (Consecra- 
tion meeting. Rally Sunday.) 


Sunday, September 6 


Learning How to Pray (Matt. 6 : 5-15) 
(Consecration meeting) 











Mon.—Praying in faith (Mark 11 : 20-26). 

Tues.—Praying as Christ would pray 
(John 16 : 23-28). 

Woed—Praying persistently (Luke 18: 
1-8) 


Thurs.—Praying in the right spirit (Jas. 
4: 1-8). 
Fri—Praying in humility (Gen. 18 : 20- 


33). 
Sat.—Praying earnestly (Gen. 32 : 24-32). 











How may we learn what to pray for? 
Why do we need persistence in prayer? 
Why do we need to pray at all? 


WRITER in Onward says: “The, 

other day, when visiting Niagara 
Falls, we were shown through one of | 
those wonderful power-houses. Our guide | 
explained to us, as he took us about, | 
something of the process by which that) 
mighty volume of water was being har- | 
nessed, directed, and utilized for the light- 
ing of cities and homes, the turning of fac- 
tory wheels, and the manufacture of our! 
clothing, and for many other industrial , 
uses. At last he took us into a large room | 
in which there were many strange-looking | 
machines. But the place was different 
from all the others where we had been. 
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“Nothing much doing here,’ I replied. 

“The guide smiled and answered some- 
thing like this: “Why, this is the center of 
the whole thing; the whole process hinges 
on what is done here. It is the most im- 
portant place in the building.’ ” 

The Christian’s still room will indeed 
be his power-room. But it is not enough 
merely to be alone, merely to be: quiet: 
he must be alone with God. The door of 
the Christian’s “still room” shuts him in 
alone with God, and shuts out all that 
might distract or disturb. 

This is the Christian’s great urge to 


| prayer, the fact that in prayer and through 


prayer alone can he have the power in his 
life that the Lord Jesus Christ is waiting 
to put into it. Prayer is more than the 
mere asking of petitions: it is the com- 
munion with God whereby we learn to 


| know him, to know his will, and receive 


the: strength and empowering for the 
tasks that are ahead. : 


And how may we learn to pray? We 
may learn from our Lord’s example, as 
we read the prayers he uttered to the 
Father, and as we read the admonitions 
he has given us with regard to our own 
praying (John 17; Matt. 6:5-8). But 
one of the surest ways of learning to pray 
is to pray. God has given us the Holy 
Spirit that he should teach us all things 
and bring us into all truth. We may read 
and reread all the Bible says about prayer, 
but only by going apart into the “still 
room” and asking God, through the 
Holy Spirit, to show us how to pray, can 
we really learn the mysteries of prayer. 

4 

The Christian’s prayer life is one of his 
ways of getting spiritual nourishment. Just 
as with the physical body we have regular 
periods for taking food, so with the Chris- 
tian’s spiritual life prayer should be a regu- 
lar and consistent practise. No one would 
think of endeavoring to eat enough food 
to provide nourishment for a week or a 
month, and yet some people do get just 
such a foolish notion about prayer for the 
spiritual life. Temptations, trials, and 
testings are coming constantly to the 
believer. Yesterday’s prayer-time will 
not do for to-day’s trials. We need fresh 
strength, fresh wisdom, fresh guidance, 
every day, and many times in the course 
of a day. ; 

So necessary is prayer in the Chris- 
tian’s healthy life that the Holy Spirit, 
through Paul, admonishes us to “pray 
without ceasing,” to really be in the atti- 
tude of prayer always, even when we are 
about our busiest task. Brother Law- 
rance, in his booklet “The Practice of the 
Presence of God” (may be had from 
the Christian Life Literature Fund, 80 
Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia, 12 and 15 cents), makes 
it plain as to what praying without 
ceasing means. It is constantly living 
and acting as though we were in the 
immediate presence of God, and doing 


| this, not so that he will be with us, or 


that we may have a realization of his 
being with us, but because he is with us. 
we 
The Christian’s use of the “still room” 
never rightly comes from a sense of 
duty alone. It is his precious privilege. 
When we think of those who are dear to 


| us and whom we love, and how we like 


to be with them, is it strange that a 
Christian should prize his special time 
of fellowship with God? 

The story is told of a father who was 
sitting at work at his desk one day, when 
his little boy came into the room and sat 
down on a chair as quietly as possible. 
After a long time the father looked up. 

“Why are you here, sonny?” asked the 

ather. 

“Just to sit beside you, daddy.” 

It is just such a simple, childlike love 
for the very presence and companionship 
of our heavenly Father that should be the 
mainspring of every Christian’s prayer- 
life. ua 


What does my prayer-life indicate of my 


bg > 
There was not a person to be seen at, love for God? : . 

Am I learning the deeper secrets of 
prayer-life? 

Is God using my prayer-life to heip others? 


PHILADELPHIA. 


work. There was scarcely a sound to be 
heard. 

“‘This is the still room,’ explained the 
guide, 
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Subscription Rates 
The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico,~Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 
$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. : 
$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. dnd 
In recognition of the club organizer's 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical - rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and the 
single subscription, $2.25 a year. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be seut to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus 50 cents each for foreign postage. 
That is: one copy, one year, $2.50; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses or in 
a package to one address, $2 each per year. 
The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Removal Notice 


The Bible House of Los Angeles 


announce their removal from 
702 Knickerbocker Building, 
643 South Olive Street, 
TO: 


927 South Westmoreland Avenue, 
Los Angeles, California. 








Praying Christians are invited to send 
for copies of interesting Missionary let- 
ters from the Foreign Missionary Field. 














THE HARVEST TRULY 
IS PLENTEOUS 


A Native Trained Christian in various parts of the 
world may be supported in the work of God for an 
entire year for $25 up to $600. Would you so love to 
help your Lord? ill you pray about this? Service 

and Literature free. 


NATIVE-PREACHER CO., Box T, 2007 Foster Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, HymnBoards,Collection Plates,etc. 


Globe Furniture Company, 23,Psr* Flece- 

















BRON ZETABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 














An Inexpensive Guide 
for Family Worship 


Many would like to have regular family wor- 
ship, but don’t know how to begin. Here is 
an inexpensive guide that will-be a great help 
to an intelligent reading of the whole Bible in 
the family circle or individually. 

A section is given for every day, with central 
thought or key-word, and the Bible is exactly 
covered in a year. The title— 


ONCE A YEAR 


By J. H. SMEETON 
$2 a dozen, $15.00 a hundred, or 20c each 





1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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The Bible Cross Word Puzzle 








ACROSS 


1. A corporation (abbreviation) 

2. What Christ brought to men 

1o. An ancient city in Chaldea 

12, What the priest does with the trespass 
offering (Ezek. 46) 

13. Note in the scale 

15. What the Christian will do forever 
16. Climax or summit 

18. Connecticut (abbreviation) 

19. Post meridian (abbreviation) 

20. A lyric poem 

22. What Moses’ mother did with him 
23. An exclamation 

24. Position 

26. Father of Jehoshaphat 

28. Where Paul was imprisoned 

30. Writer of an epistle 

31. Where Christ conquered sin 

33. Secluded spot 


36. Person stupid from drunkenness 

37. Child who was the gift of prayer (abbre- 
viation) 

39. King of Judah who destroyed idolatry 
40. Mother 

41. The sting of death 

42. Suffix which forms nouns 

43. Secundum naturam (abbreviation) 
44. “And the like” (abbreviation) 

46. Number of wise virgins 

48. Example for the sluggard 

49. By way of 

50. How the jailer addressed Paul and Silas 
52. A pronoun in Acts 1:8 

53. Division of the Bible (abbreviation) 
54. A just man who walked with God 
55. A hearing in court 

57. The Christian’s duty toward sinners 
s9. A thin muslin 

60. Indefinite article 

61. Weight of 2,000, pounds 

63. To imbibe in small quantities 

64. Point of the compass 

66. A girl’s name 

69. Near 

71. Jesus’ trade while on earth 

74. Conjunction 

75.-For whom Jesus died 

76. Haman’s feeling toward Mordecai 
77. North America (abbreviation) 


DOWN 


The Israelites’ wilderness home 

A commandment in John 15 

Theme of 1 John 

Strive for superiority 

Father of James (first two letters) 

. Afternoon meal 

Irritation of the skin 

. Measured in ohms 

The Moabitess 

. How Abraham’s faith became righteous. 
ness 

15. The result of love in John 12:25 

17. A garden 

18. A Pauline epistle 

21. Prefix meaning equal 

25. A lyric poem 

26. Skill 

27. An animal that spoke 

29. First three letters of a word in John 6:9 

30. An apostle 

31. A rabbit mentioned in Proverbs 

32. A believer 

34. River dividing Ephraim and Manasseh 

36. Naomi’s command to Ruth (Ruth 3) 

3% Encountered 

45. What was made at midnight (Matt. 2s) 

47. Kind of tomb in which Jesus was buried 

48. A prophetess in the temple (variation) 

49. A promise to God 

51. Fixed 

54. Short sleep 

56. Paul’s citizenship 

58. Enclosed 

59. Material of tabernacle curtains 

60. By whom sin entered the world 

62. The ointment in the alabaster box 

63. A bristle or hair (botany) 

6s. A Jewish scribe during the captivity 

67. Prefix meaning upon 

68. No room for Jesus 
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70. Note in diatonic scale 

























35. What David once did with:the shewbread. | 
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4). Rally Day Supplies 











No. 934. 
ing child. 


No. 935. 
blocks. 


No. 936. 


Day service. 
No. 937. 


No. 939. 


No. 982. 
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Rally Day Invitation Cards 


A delightful series of cards for Rally Day 

in the Sunday School.or Church. May 

be delivered by mail or individually. 

Beautifully lithographed in colors and 

designed especially for the department 
in which they are to be used 


Message on post-card side. 
Message on post-card side. 
and girl at window — waiting for the hour of Rally 


girl singing a Rally Day hymn. 


No. 938. For Young People and Seniors. 
Delicate landscape scene with Church and Fall fo- 
liage. An appropriate message. 


church entrance with an appropriate message. 


Contains Scripture verse and suitable message. 


For Cradle Roll. Mother with pray- 
For Beginners. Children playing with 


For Primary Boys and Girls. Boy 


For Junior Boys and Girls. Boy and 


For Adults. A pretty scene with 


Re-opening Card. For boys and girls. 


$1.25 a hundred 


Assorted as desired 
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END for a copy of our illustrated 
Rally Day Circular listing services, 
invitation cards, collection envelopes, and 


other supplies for RALLY DAY. 





Order 














1701-1703 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 


16 Ashburton Place, Boston 
125 N. 
1107 McGee St., Kansas City 


313 W. Third St., Los Angeles 
Wabash Avenue, Chicago 
439 Burke Building, Seattle 


from Our Nearest House 

















71. Crown of India (abbreviation) 
72. Two letters meaning “for example” 
73. Right triangle (abbreviation) 
74. A chief of the tribe of Reuben 


Answer to Last Week’s Puzzle 
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eas Cuticura 
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HEGEMAN HALL 


STONY BROOK SCHOOL 


A boy’s college prepara tony school that is distinctly 
Christian, Faculty of college trained men who do 
intensive work. Small classes. {200,000 administra- 
tion building (shown above) just completed. Other 
modern buildings inclu ding new gymnasium on fine 
large campus. Supervised indoor and outdoor sports. 

ohn F. Carson, D.D., LL.D., President. 

‘rank E. Gaebelein, A. M., Principal. _—s 
For catalog address the Principal. Box S, Stony 





Brook, Long Island, N. Y. 








YOU NEED 

m™ THIS BOOK 
Loaned 30 days to 
Music Committees. 








USE A PAGEANT 


**GARDEN OF THE KING”’ 
*‘OUT OF THE BIBLE”’ RALLY 
And ‘** THIS YOUTH’’ DAY 
Offer attractive selections. Returnable 
Examination Copies Mailed on Request. 


: Taal wi Box 439. 


92 Seventh Ave., 
When 


New York, N. Y. 
mention The Sunday School Times. 


FOR 





answering advertisements, please 
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Here'sYourChance For Family Worship 


If you are making less 


than $200 a week, write to 
me at once. I will show 
you how you can control a 
business of your own—be 
your own boss—work when 
and where you please—and 
have a chance to earn $200 
in cash every week. 


Prentiss Made $945 in a Month 
I need a representative in 
every community to take 
care of my business—to call 
on my customers and take 
their orders for Comer 
Coats. If you only take 
four average orders a day 
you will make $100 a week. 
R. A. Prentiss of Massa- 
chusetts has made as high 
as $945 in a month. J. R. 
Head of Kansas made 
$69.50 in a day. A. B. Spen- 
cer of Pennsylvania cleaned 
up $625 in his spare time 
one month. 
No Experience Needed 


It is not necessary for you to be 
a salesman. I give you all the 
information you need---tell where 
to go, what to say, how to make 
money. E,. A. Sweet of Michigan 
had never sold a thing in his life. 
Yet he makes from $600 to $1,200 
a month with this proposition. 

And you just take orders. We do 
the delivering and collecting. As 
soon as you take an order you get 
your profits in cash. 


Accept This Offer 


The important thing is to get started. I 
know that you can make more in a day 
than you sometimes make in a week. 

All I want you to do now is mail the 
coupon for the facts about this money- 
making ———- In return I will tell 
you about this easy, pleasant way to make 
money—how, without capital, experience 
or training, you can have the opportunity 
to earn $200 a week. 

Act 


o 
Quickly 
Don’t delay a minute. 
Let me get you started 
in this money-making 
business at once—where 
you can be your own 
boss—work when and 
where you please—and 
have a chance to earn 
$200 a week. Let me 
ac tell you about this propo- 
In addition th your sition that enabled R. A. 
ey Ying D ah “4 Prentiss to earn $o45 in 
Touring Car FREE. a single month. Mail the 

Mail the coupon NOW, coupon NOW. 


COMER MFG. CO. 
Dept. W-632 Dayton, Ohio 





Comer Mfg. Co., 
Dept. W-632, Dayton, Ohio. 

Please give me full details of the proposition that 
enabled Prentiss to make $945 in amonth. ‘This does 
fot obligate me in any way. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHGOL TIMES 





By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


“The Signs of the Hour” 


6} A LL the signs of this present hour 
point to one of two things,” de- 
clared the World’s Christian Funda- 
mentals Association at Memphis last 
May, “either an increasing apostasy and 
falling away, to the utter breaking down 
of civilization, or a great spiritual awak- 
ening. Let us pray, hope, believe, ex- 
pect, and look for a great revival. We 
believe it is possible for the world to 
witness again mighty spiritual awaken- 
ings as in the days of our fathers. God 
remains ‘the same yesterday, and to- 
day, and for ever,’ and not one jot or 
tittle of the Bible has been changed.” 
The foregoing notable utterance is 
worthy of repeated and prayerful per- 
usal, Shall not we of The Sunday 
School Times family, as we gather about 
our thousands of individual family altars, 
intensely “pray, hope, believe, and look 
for a great revival”; saying, “We cannot, 
we will not, let thee go except thou bless 
thy blood-redeemed Church’? It is 
possible for the world to witness again 
mighty spiritual awakenings—and we 
believe it will! 


August 31 to September 6 


Mon.—Philippians 1 : 1-11. 
Paul’s Prayer for the Philippians. 


Count the superlatives, or “all-inclu- 
sive” expressions, in verses 3 to I1, such 
as “every,” “always,” “all,” “first day 
until now,” and the like. The writer is 
able to count at least fourteen, including 
those repeated. How many can you? 
And yet no matter how “exceeding abun- 
dant” may be man’s desires, God’s ful- 
filment is beyond them all (Eph. 3:20). 

Prayer Svuccestions: Pray for the 
late summer revival meetings still in 
progress; and praise God also for many 
recent reports of blessing. One corre- 
spondent wrote a few weeks ago: “Sixty 
came forward on the first invitation, and 
four hundred and seventy-nine altogether. 
We were wonderfully blessed. Several 
years we had prayed.” 

Tues.—Philippians 1 : 12-21. 
Life’s Objective, Christ. 

Even when Christ is preached “in pre- 
tense,” souls are often converted; for 
there is “life in the Word,” and God 
honors it, even though the instrument 
be unclean. Water is water regardless 
of the vessel, but water unpolluted by the 
vessel is more acceptable and accom- 
plishes more. What kind of a vessel are 
you— among your acquaintances? 

PraYER Suacestions: “Pray for the 
Christian Travelers’ Association, and all 
kindred associations in Canada, Great 
Britain, and Ireland; for the work of the 
‘Gideons’ in placing Bibles in the hotels 
throughout the country; for blessing upon 
every Bible thus placed; for the travelers 
themselves, that they may be helped by 
the Word” (J, W. K.), 

Wed.—Philippians 1 : 22-3¢. 
Suffering for Christ. 

True believers are not only not exempt 
from suffering, but are ordained thereto. 
(See Heb. 12: 3-13; 1 Pet. 4: 12-14; 5: 
9; John 15: 19-21; 16: 33.) “Suffering for 
Christ is not only not a mark of God's 
anger, but it is a gift of his grace.” He 
who truly bears Christ’s name must bear 
also his reproach. 

Prayer Svuccestions: Pray for ali 
Gospel radio agencies, Bible classes, fam- 
ily worship services, and the like. Espe- 
cially remember to-day the Radio Bible 
Class of Mrs. W. F. Barnum, Fort 
Worth, Tex. (Station WBAP, 476 meters, 
cach Saturday, 7.230 to 8 P. M., Central 
Standard Time.) 

Thurs.—Philippians 2 : 1-11. 
Christlike Living. 

Connecting yesterday’s thought with 
to-day’s, “If we suffer” with and for 
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Christ, “we shall also reign with him” 
(2 Tim. 2:12). Christ humbled himself 
to the last, even to the lowest, degree; 
even to a “disgraceful” death. Is “this 
mind” also in you? Do you count but 
loss your “richest gain,” in the spirit of 
chapter 3: 8? 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for pro- 
fessing Christians who have not “the 
mind of Christ.’ Says a correspondent: 
“Surely he suffers to-day nineteen hun- 
dred years SINCE the cross, as he did dur- 
ing the thousands of years BEFORE the 
cross; because the fifty-third of Isaiah 
is written in the present tense.” 


Fri.—Philippians 2 : 12-18. 
Lights in the World. 


“The light that shines farthest shines 
brightest at home.” If faint or false 
near home, the evil effect farther away 
cannot be avoided. Note the contrast: 
On the one hand, sons of God, blameless 
and hzimless and without rebuke; on the 
other, a nation, crooked and perverse. A 
great light in dense darkness. 


PRAYER SvuGGEsTIonsS: Pray for the 
thousands of young people who are pre- 
paring to leave soon for college, many 
of them for the first time. Pray ear- 
nestly for teachers and students in every 
educational institution. Pray that a sound 
evangelical wave may once more sweep 
over all our schools of learning. 


Sat.—Philippians 3 : 12-21. 
Heavenly Citizenship. 


“Forgetting those things which are be- 
hind,” the shameful but forgiven sins and 
defeats and failures, whose very remem- 
brance is grievous, — forgetting all these 
and the earthly conversation that ac- 
companied, and “reaching forth” with 
heavenly conversation, let us “press 
toward the mark.” Holy endeavor! 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: A correspondent 
in North Carolina sends a long list of 
earnest prayer requests—for local re- 
vival, indifferent pastors, backslidden 
churches, wnsaved friends, impaired 
health, and other urgent-objects. Pray 
for these, and for all other requests sent 
to this department. 


Sun.—Philippians 4: 10-20. Mutual Helpers. 


“The liberal deviseth liberal things; 
and by liberal things shall he stand” (Isa. 
32:8).-. This is why Paul could say to 
the Philippians: “My God shall supply 
all your need” (v. 19); because they had 
liberally supplied Paul’s need. This 


(Lesson for September 6) AUGUST 22, 1925 


promise was never meant for stingy fol- 
lowers of Christ. Only, the liberal have 
the right to claim it. 

PRAYER SuccEsTIONS: Pray for every 
worthy cause everywhere. Remember to- 
day all our friends in Great Britain who 
are standing true to the Word. Pray for 
the Christian, the Bible Witness, the 
Dawn, the Bible Call, fhe Overcomer, and 
other British evangelical papers and agen- 
cies. Pray “that the Word of the Lord 


may have free course, and be glorified” 
throughout the world. : 
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is less than that of any other. 


each department. 


In Selecting 


GRADED LESSON SUPPLIES 


be satisfied with nothing short of the best. 
The Standard Series of Closely Graded Les- 
son Helps have several distinctive. features 
that it will be to your advantage to consider. 


__The STANDARD SERIES alone Subic the 
Cut-out Quarterly, one of the most po 
published for the Primary Department. 


__The STANDARD SERIES alone supres the 
2 colored charts and cards, without which the Primary 
and Beginners’ work is incomplete. 


3—The color work in the STANDARD SERIES is 
unrivaled in Sunday school literature. It is this 
feature that makes our papers for the Beginners and 
Primary Departments the most attractive published. 


4—h the STANDARD SERIES quality and low price join hands. 
Investigation has proved that the cost of the SERIES 


“helps 





Write today for our Complete Prospectus 


containing sample pee of the helps for 
tis free. 








THE STANDARD PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Dept. 16-B, Eighth, Ninth & Cutter Streets, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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